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Issue 7: August 2016 

 

Club meetings are held on the 1st Tuesday of the month at the Rose City Aquatic Club Rooms, 50 Park 

Street, Palmerston North (next to the Lido).  Meetings begin at 7.30pm. 

Tuesday 2nd August: The Aorangi Restoration Trust - Bob Burgess 

The Aorangi Restoration Trust was 

established in 2011.  Our project covers the 

Aorangi Forest Park and its surrounds south 

of Martinborough to Cape Palliser, an area 

of 80,000 ha.  We are working to restore 

the indigenous lowland, montane and sub-

alpine forest, coastal and marine 

ecosystems, streams and wetlands.  

Currently our major effort is on predator 

trapping to complement the use of 1080 

poison in August 2014, the first of three 

aerial drops over 10 years. 

Tuesday 6th September: Annual photo competition 
- be WOWED and INSPIRED by an evening of exceptional outdoor photography 

Categories:  1. NZ Landscapes, no people;  

2. NZ Above Bushline, predominantly alpine scenery (rock, snow, tussock, etc), may include people; 

3. NZ Below Bushline, predominantly bush/scrub (lowland to sub-alpine areas), may include people; 

4. NZ Natural History, NZ flora, fauna or detail (geology, ice formations, etc);  

5. NZ Topical, people or detail related to tramping, climbing, skiing, hut and camp life, etc. in NZ;  

6. Overseas, photos taken overseas.  

Submit entries to Howard by Thursday the 1st of September 

¶ Using Dropbox or OneDrive (preferred) - email photocomp@mtsc.org.nz and I will send you a link that you 

can use; 

¶ By email to photocomp@mtsc.org.nz ; 

Unless you notify us otherwise, by entering this competition you grant MTSC the right to: use submitted images for 

MTSC publicity purposes; submit your entries into the local Interclub competition; submit your entries into the 

Federated Mountain Clubs photo competition.  

MTSC will also be hosting the Interclub Photo Competition on Tuesday 4th October 2016. 

http://www.mtsc.org.nz/
https://www.facebook.com/MTandSC
mailto:photocomp@mtsc.org.nz
mailto:photocomp@mtsc.org.nz


 ISSUE 11:  November 2015  

 201 4 

 

  
 Page 2 of 15 

 

MTSC President Report:  John Beech                 president@mtsc.org.nz 

Hi all, winter is well upon us and we have certainly had a wet June.  Tramping has taken a 

back seat for me since our Milford trip.  Although myself and two friends spent a couple of 

days at Gold Creek installing a new long drop over the last couple of days.  

!ǎ L ǎŀƛŘ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ǎǘŀǊǘ ƛǘ Ƙŀǎ ōŜŜƴ ŀ ǿŀǊƳ ŀƴŘ ǿŜǘ WǳƴŜ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŀǘ ǇǊƻōŀōƭȅ ŘƻŜǎƴΩǘ ƳŜŀƴ ǘƘŜ ǎƪƛ 

season will be getting a good start.  As I write this there appears to be few facilities operating 

and I hope that as the school holidays progress there will be a little more of the white stuff 

for those of you that are heading up to the lodge for a bit of R & R.  

Recently DOC has been in the spotlight again for all the wrong reasons.  The decision to 

increase helicopter landings on the Ngapunatoru plateau in Fiordland from 10 to 80, a 700% 

increase, has angered many in the tramping and climbing fraternity.  This is in contravention to the Fiordland 

National Park management plan and was without consultation to many affected parties.  Unfortunately, it seems 

that some managers in DOC have not learnt the lesson from the Routeburn guided walkers debacle where they were 

criticised heavily by the ombudsman for not following their own plans.  It is a shame that this sort of thing keeps 

happening given that the outdoors community, by and large, support DOC in all they do.  However, as I mentioned in 

my last report they are under intense pressure from the tourism industry to open up more opportunities for tourists.  

Although this is something that can benefit us as a country we cannot let tourism ruin the experience for kiwis that 

live here and basically, kill the golden goose.  It is up to DOC, as guardians of the conservation estate, to try and find 

the balance.  Unfortunately, this is proving to be very difficult. One can only hope that they can do their job without 

caving into commercial pressure.  A recent article in the Otago Daily Times quoted a NZ Aviation representative as 

complaining about trampers leaving the biggest mess in terms of faeces and other mess.  This is a ridiculous 

statement and demonstrates their desperation in trying to justify the 700% increase in helicopter landings.  The 

biggest mess that I have seen are on the Great Walks, Te Araroa and places like tracks near Mt Cook village.  It is no 

surprise that these areas are where the heaviest tourist presence exists.  Therefore, do the numbers of tourists need 

to be regulated further rather than increased?  LΩƭƭ ƭŜŀǾŜ ȅƻǳΣ ǘƘŜ ǊŜŀŘŜǊǎ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘƻǳƎƘǘ ǘƻ ǇƻƴŘŜǊΦ 

I often find it difficult to comment on this type of stuff as it is usually quite negative but it is so important for us all to 

realise what we stand to lose if we let all and sundry do what they like in our parks.  

On a positive note we have such beautiful national and forest parks where it is a pleasure to observe the flora and 

fauna that is so unique to our country.  In the last couple of weeks whilst tramping I have come across two 

wonderful specimens of our wildlife.  Last week I managed to rescue a rather large stick insect from being trampled 

on the Manawatu gorge walk and the weekend just gone a native worm from the track to Gold Creek.  Although, to 

some they will be regarded as little more than insects or worms they are part of the richness of species diversity that 

we often take for granted in our bush.  This is what I spend my time in the bush for. 

Till next month.     John 

First Tracks ς MTSC Ski Captain: Howard Nicholson 

It's cold, and it's finally here.  Slip on the fleece, slap on the goggles and slop on the 

sunscreen.  The long-awaited white stuff is falling and now it's time to get into it.  Make 

your lodge bookings by emailing your details to lodge.bookings@mtsc.org.nz for a few 

nights away for not a lot of dosh. 

Some useful links to help you plan your trip are: 

MTSC Lodge information: http://mtsc.nz/lodge.php 

Ruapehu Alpine Lifts web site: http://www.mtruapehu.com/winter/ 

Avalanche forecasts (vital if you are heading backcountry):  

  http://www.avalanche.net.nz/forecasts/detail.asp?m=5 

Metservice weather: http://metservice.com/skifields/whakapapa 

See you on the mountain!       Howard Nicholson  Mob 027 294 1941 

mailto:president@mtsc.org.nz
mailto:lodge.bookings@mtsc.org.nz
http://mtsc.nz/lodge.php
http://www.mtruapehu.com/winter/
http://www.avalanche.net.nz/forecasts/detail.asp?m=5
http://metservice.com/skifields/whakapapa
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MTSC Chief Guide Report:  Ken Mercer                                                chief.guide@mtsc.org.nz 

The Rain 
 

It rained and rained and rained 

the average fall was well maintained 

and when the tracks were simply bogs 

it started raining cats & dogs. 
 

After a drought of half an hour 

we had a most refreshing shower 

and then most curious thing of all 

a gentle rain began to fall! 
 

 

Next day but one was fairly dry 

save for one deluge from the sky 

which wetted the party to the skin 

and then, at last, the rain set in. 

Trip Card Time is Looming Again  

It is time to start thinking about the summer (November 2016-April 2017) 

trip card.  We need to have all the trips sorted by the end of August so we 

have time to send it off to The Printery.  We have produced a spreadsheet 

covering this six month period and made it available online on Google 

Sheets.  It already has a few trips entered, but could do with some more, 

particularly to cover from "family" through to "medium".  You just double-

click on the cell you want to enter your data into, and type.  The 

spreadsheet saves automatically.  Once finished you just close your 

browser.   

The link is: https://drive.google.com/open?id=18mz-5fAFwspTrTfooWzu6fuaC8u1mGamGiVZOfxxVEE 

Kashmir Road, Ruahines, update 

Kashmir road is OK until the last hill up to the car park at the end.  The first hill is fine although some front wheel 

drive cars find it hard to get up.  ¢ƘŜ ǊƻŀŘ Ƙŀǎ Ƴŀƴȅ ǇƻǘƘƻƭŜǎ ōǳǘ ƛǘΩǎ ǘƘŜ ƭŀǎǘ Ƙƛƭƭ ǿƘere water has got on the road, 

one culvert is exposed, where there are more issues.  A couple of weekends ago a two wheel drive hi-lux scrapped 

the bottom of the running boards to get to the car park.  It would be no problem in a four wheel drive ute. 

New Ruahine Toilets 

Two new toilets have been installed in the Ruahine ς one at Gold Creek hut (thanks John) and one at Toka Biv. 

A great excuse to visit and make use of the facilities! 

  

                      the Gold Creek longdrop                                                                    the Toka Biv thunderbox 

mailto:chief.guide@mtsc.org.nz
https://drive.google.com/open?id=18mz-5fAFwspTrTfooWzu6fuaC8u1mGamGiVZOfxxVEE
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Arete Forks Hut, Tararuas  

       the hut has been restored to its original condition 

The Ex NZFS Deer Culler group has restored Arete Forks Hut to 

the original S70 NZFS 6-Bunk Hut design, including the re-

instatement of an open fireplace.  Restoring an open fireplace 

is somewhat of a milestone which required a change of 

thinking.  Hopefully the outdoors people of the future will 

enjoy the opportunity to sit in front of and to cook in an open 

fireplace.  So slap on you wooly bushshirt and take a tramp 

back in time. 

Derrick Field has also prepared extensive historical 

information regarding this and other Tararua Huts.         Read here (or wait until you get in there!) 

The Otaki Forks road is OPEN J 

TIMELINE 

¶ July-August 2015: A slip occurs at Blue Bluff after the June floods, and 5500 m3 of material is removed. 

¶ September-December 2015: A further 2500 m3 is removed from the site. 

¶ December 2015: Major cracks are discovered. About 1000 m3 is removed in further remedial work. The road 
is closed. 

¶ February 2016: Another slip occurs after heavy rain, about 5000 m3 is cleared. Geologists, surveys and 
consultant engineers join council in inspecting the site. Council issues a warning after half a dozen walkers 
crossed, or attempted to cross, the slip face. None were injured. 

¶ April 2016: Major earthworks begin. 

¶ July 2016: Road is reopened. 

BY THE NUMBERS 

¶ The road was closed for seven months. 

¶ The work cost about $500,000 to undertake, with almost half coming form the NZ Transport Agency's 
emergency works fund. 

¶ 55,000 m3 of material (solid measure) and 70,000 cum (loose measure) was removed from the site, weighing 
about 100,000 tonnes. 

¶ This equates to 9300 truckloads in a 7.5cum truck, or enough material to fill the Coastlands Aquatic Centre 
25m pool 47 times. 

¶ The top batter slope is 33m high, and laid back at a 45deg angle. The three lower slopes are 25m and laid 
back at a 53-degree angle. 

¶ The three benches, formed to catch debris should it fall, are all 7m wide. 

¶ Nine pieces of equipment were used, including three 40-tonne dump trucks, two 20t excavators, a 15t 
excavator, a 36t excavator, a 21t super reach excavator and a 20t bulldozer. 

We welcome John Brock, John Dymond, Reuben Harland, Stephanie Hunter &  

family, Andrew McIvor & family, Hazel Phillips, Richard Willetts & family and 

Peter Wilson & family  to the club . 

 

Trip Intentions:  The email address for leaving trip intentions is intentions@mtsc.org.nz.  Intentions sent to this 

address will not be acted upon UNLESS a party is reported overdue (e.g. by a family member, flatmate, friend, etc).  

The email is sent to several MTSC members.  This information will be provided to LandSAR/RCC only if the party is 

reported overdue or a PLB is activated.  The email should include: a list of participants and their contact details; a 

brief description of the intended route and possible alternative routes; starting point; start date; date/time due out; 

vehicle registration; and any other relevant details.  

http://hutsandtracks.org.nz/wp-content/uploads/2016/06/AreteForks-CombinedFINAL.pdf
mailto:treasurer@mtsc.org.nz
http://hutsandtracks.org.nz/wp-content/uploads/2016/06/arete-forks.jpg
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August Weekend Trips 

Date Trip Grade Leader Phone 

6 ς 7 Weekend in the Snow All Ken Mercer 027 364 6475 

14 Iron Gate Stoat Line Med/Fit Adam Matich 022 358 8062 

20 ς 21 Weekend in the Snow Ski Robin Lane 021 105 8580 

27 ς 28 Ski from the Crater Lake Technical John Lyttle 027 433 6307 

6th ς 7th August: Weekend in the Snow     

All  Ken Mercer   027 364 6475      
Perhaps you have an acquaintance who would enjoy staying ON the ski field?  ¢Ƙƛǎ ƛǎ ŀƴ ƻǇǇƻǊǘǳƴƛǘȅ ǘƻ άǘǊȅ ƻǳǘέ ǘƘŜ 

lodge.  The snow is right outside the door for children to build snowmen or slide on a sledge (yes, there's several at 

the lodge).  Get the first runs of the day too! 

14th August:  Iron Gate Stoat line  

Medium/Fit Adam Matich   022 358 8062  adam.j.matich@gmail.com  
This day trip follows the Oroua River track through Alice Nash Memorial Heritage Lodge to Iron Gate Hut and is 

around 3-3½ hours each way, weΩƭƭ retrace our steps on the way out.  Unfortunately, Janet Wilson (PNTMC) found 

out that I was taking this trip and has told me that I have to deal to the stoat traps on the track.  There will be one 

every 100 m or so, and Janet wants us to take out the dead and reset the traps.  I think that something was said 

about putting an egg in each trap as well, so we may have lots of past-their-use-by-date eggs to carry.  A 10mm ring 

spanner is useful if you have one.  Of course this trip is weather dependent as there are stream crossings, but 

otherwise it is all pretty safe and lunch can be had at the hut. 

20th ς 22nd August: Ski Weekend at the Lodge     

Ski  Robin Lane   txt 021 105 8580 robin@robinlane.co.nz 
Ski from the Lodge at the height of the season.  There should be snow by then!  There are 35 beds available, so bring 

the family and make the most of our club facilities.  Contact Robin by email or txt to join the trip - but please 

remember that you have to book your own beds at the lodge as well. 

21st ς 24th October: Labour Weekend South Island Trip 

Medium/Fit Adam Matich   022 358 8062  adam.j.matich@gmail.com  
I am taking a trip in the South Island on Labour Weekend; it will cover Friday to Monday, leaving Wellington on the 

Friday morning ferry and getting back to PN on Monday night.  At the moment what I intend to do is visit the Cobb 

Valley.  On Friday I hope to make it to the road end and tramp up to Sylvester Hut (2hr) for the night, or if the 

weather is ideal then continue on and camp somewhere near one of the many tarns.  On Saturday we will head NW 

along the Lockett Range and drop down the Waingaro Peak Track to stay at Fenella hut for the night.  Sunday we 

head back down the valley to the road end, go up through Myttons Hut to the tops and follow the track system 

through to Asbestos Cottage for the night.  On Monday morning we will bush-bash up onto the ridge track from 

Asbestos Cottage and follow said track back to the road and the car and hopefully get back to Picton in time to catch 

August Wednesday Tramps 

 

August Thursday Tramps 

Date Leader Phone Date Leader Phone 

3 Allan Rae 358 3962 28 July David Grant ** 328 7788 

10 Russell Poole 022 658 0661 4 Gordon Clark 359 2500 

17 Ian Brookes 358 7974 11 Christine Scott ** 354 0510 

24 Leonie Lowndes 359 5005 18 John Brock **       329 4834 

31 Robert Bruce 329 7858  25 Judy Swainson 358 4082 

    1 Sept Hugh Wilde ** 356 9450 

    ** Please note the change of leader 

 

mailto:adam.j.matich@gmail.com
mailto:robin@robinlane.co.nz
mailto:adam.j.matich@gmail.com
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the ferry.  I am going to book the ferry early August so I will need financial commitment from people who want to 

go; so contact me before then.  If the car is not full, then there is the option for people to decide at a later date.  If 

the weather is dodgy I will think up an alternative destination that does not have so much open tops travel. 

 

QueenΩs Birthday Weekend 4th ς 6th June: Walks around Wellington 
Report: Alla Seleznyova 

Photos: Alla Seleznyova & Helen Pick 

On Saturday morning six of us Tim, Linda, Ken, Mary, Helen and myself set out for ²Ŝƭƭȅ ƛƴ ¢ƛƳΩǎ ǾŀƴΦ  On our way, 

we decided to do the Paekakariki Escarpment track, a new section of Te Araroa.  The track has been popular with 

club members and has been desŎǊƛōŜŘ ƛƴ ƎǊŜŀǘ ŘŜǘŀƛƭ ōȅ .ƻō ƛƴ WǳƭȅΩǎ bŜǿǎƭŜǘǘŜǊΦ  L ǿƛƭƭ ƻƴƭȅ ŀŘŘ ǘƘŀǘ ά¢ƘŜ {ǘŀƛǊǿŀȅ 

ǘƻ IŜŀǾŜƴέ ŘƛŘ ƴƻǘ ŀǇǇŜŀǊ ŀǎ ƭŜǘƘŀƭ ŀǎ .ƻō ǎǳƎƎŜǎǘŜŘ (steep with no rails), but I would certainly recommend using 

tramping poles.  The day was unusually warm and calm and we enjoyed a long lunch at a high spot above the track 

taking in the great views and watching a steady stream of people walking in both directions.  On arrival to Pukerua 

Bay, Tim caught a bus back to Paekakariki to retrieve the van, while the rest of us had ice creams at the Bay shop.   

   
A beautiful day on the Paekakariki Escarpment track 

We did the Skyline track on Sunday starting from the Makara Road entrance in Karori.  For the beginning of the walk, 

we were joined by John Little and Ben Swale, who together with Tim took a turnoff to Wilton Bush; while the rest of 

the party continued on to Mount Kaukau and, eventually, to the Old Coach Road near Johnsonville.  There were a lot 

of people around the Mount Kaukau lookout, coming from Khandallah Park.  The day was very sunny but very windy.  

From the track, we enjoyed marvellous views of Wellington and the Makara wind farm.  After finishing the walk we 

were picked up by Tim.   

  
Limbering up for the group photo on Mt Kaukau 



 ISSUE 11:  November 2015  

 201 4 

 

  
 Page 7 of 15 

On Monday some went to museums and some met up with friend/relatives while Helen and I decided to do a part of 

the City to Sea Walkway.  We started at the Parliament House and walked via Bolton Street Memorial Park and the 

Rose Garden where we visited the Begonia House with lush colourful vegetation.  On the way up to the Planetarium, 

we came across an impressive marble sculpture ς Rudderstone, a metaphor of passage to another realm, which 

symbolises our migrant cultures.  άThe vivid blue and white stripes of the reverse side are abstracted panoramic 

streams of sea and sky.  The turquoise blue Azul marble from Brazil and the crisp laundered white of the Carrara 

marble from Italy glow luminously in this position where 

the ǎǳƴƭƛƎƘǘ ƛǎ ǉǳƛǘŜ ŦƛƭǘŜǊŜŘέΦ  Going through Aro Valley 

took me 25 years back in time; I used to live near Aro 

Street and walked this street every day when I first came 

to New Zealand.  LǘΩǎ ŀƳŀȊƛƴƎ Ƙƻǿ ƳǳŎƘ ǘƘe street has 

changed over the years: spotting beautifully restored old 

Ǿƛƭƭŀǎ ŀƴŘ ƴŜǿ ǘǊŜƴŘȅ ǎƘƻǇǎΧ  We had lunch at the 

Central Park and then wondered to the waterfront to 

meet with the others and go back to Palmy.  Overall it 

was a wonderful weekend.  Thanks everyone for great 

company and especially Tim for taking his van and 

driving. 

Wednesday 15th June: WWWs do BurtonΩs Track as a Walk Through 
Report: Bob and Christine 

Photos: Maureen and William 

On a day that started with low grey clouds, 29 enthusiastic 

Wednesday Wilderness Walkers made their way via Scotts road 

and through the locked gate to park about a kilometre from the 

style at the start of the bushed track.  At the start of the tramp, at 

9.25am, there was a cool wind and the promise of rain.  More than 

half of the party set off to walk the length of the track, four 

trampers, including three drivers, turned back and up at the first 

stream to climb the 300m back to the style.  Others turned at 

intermediate points earlier on the track down all to return to the 

vehicles.  The bush was superb, several flowering Rata were 

spotted, and a number of Tom Tits were noticed shadowing the tramping groups. 

  
                                          Is it Wet?                                                                                   WWWs Try Line dancing 

The through trampers crossed our first and deepest stream at the bottom of the valley.  We meandered up, down 

and along the Tokomaru River for another 90mins, crossing tributaries and the Tokomaru twice.  On our final 

crossing we practiced river crossings, linking together by holding pack straps.  This was a fun activity that created a 

fair amount of discussion post event.  Dennis was the sole tramper with dry feet thanks to tall boots and neoprene 

gaiters!  We lunched at Burtons Whare.  The pungas, grassy clearings and bush along the valley are beautiful 

The beautiful Rudderstone 

Rata in bloom 


