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Club meetings are held on theé' Tuesdayof the monthat the Rose City Aquatic Club@ns, 50Park
Street Palmerston North (next to the LidoMeetings begin at 7.30pm

Tuesday 2 August:The Aorangi Restoration TrusBob Burgess

The Aorangi Restoration Trust w
established in 20110ur project covers the
Aorangi Forest Park and its surrounds sou
of Martinborough to Cape Palliser, an are
of 80,000 ha. We are working to restore.
the indigenous lowlandmontane and sub
alpine  forest, coastal and marine
ecosystems, streams and wetland: &
Currently our major effort is on predato
trapping to complement the use of 108(
poison in August 2014, the first ofree
aerial drops over 10 years.

———

Tuesday 8' September: Annual photo competition
-be WOWELaNnd INSPIRED by an evening of exceptional outdoor photography

Categories: 1. NZ Landscapeso people;
2. NZ Above Bushlingaredominantly alpine scenery (rock, snow, tussock, etc), may inpleolele;
3. NZ Below Bushlinggredominantly bush/scrub (lowland to stddpine areas), may include people;
4. NZ Natural HistoryNZ flora, fauna or detail (geology, ice formations, etc);
5. NZ Topicalpeople or detail related to tramping, climbing, skiihut and camp lifegtc. inNZ;
6. Overseasphotos taken overseas.

Submit entries to Howard byhursday the % of September
1 Using Dropbox oDneDrive(preferred)- email photocomp@mtsc.org.nand | will send yoa link that you
can use;
1 By email tqphotocomp@mtsc.org.nz

Unless you notify us otherwise, by entering this competition you grant MTSC the right to: use submitted images fc
MTSC publicitypurposes; submit your entries into the local Interclub competition; submit your entries into the
Federated Mountain Clubs photo competition.

MTSC will also be hosting the Interclub Photo Competition on TueSt@gtéber 2016.
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C PresiderRReport John Beech president@mtsc.org.nz

Hi all, winter is well upon us and we have certainly had a wet June. Tramping has taken :
back seat for me since our Milford trip. Although myself and two friends spent a couple of
days at Gold Creek installing a new long drop over the last couple &f day

'a L alFAR Fd GKS &adFNIL A4 KFa oSSy | g1 NY
season will be getting a good starhs | write this there appears to be few facilities operating
and | hope that as the school holidays progress therebgila little more of the white stuff

for those of you that are heading up to the lodge for a bit of R & R.

Recently DG hasbeen in the spotlight again for all the wrong reasonghe decision to
increasehelicopter landings on the Ngapunatoru plateau iaréland from 10 to 80, a 700%
increase, has angered many in the tramping and climbing fraternitisis is in contravention to the Fiordland
National Park management plan and was without consultation to many affected pattiefortunately, i seems

that some managers in BDhave not learnt the lesson from the Routeburn guided walkers debacle where they were
criticised heavily by the ombudsman for not following their own plafisis a shame thathis sort of thing keep
happening given that the outdoommunity, by and large, support @in all they doHowever, as | mentioned in

my last report they are under intense pressure from the tourism industry to open up more opportunities for tourists.
Although this is something that can benefit us as a tiguwe cannot let tourism ruin the experience for kiwis that
live here and basically, kihe golden gooselt is up to D@, as guardians of the conservation estate, to try and find
the balance.Unfortunately, this is proving to be very difficult. Orenconly hope that they can do their job without
caving into commercial pressurél recent article in the Otago Daily Times quoted a NZ Aviation representative as
complaining about trampers leaving the biggest mess in terms of faeces and other ribssis a ridiculous
statement and demonstrates their desperation in trying to justify the 700% increase in helicopter landihgs.
biggest mess that | have seen are on the Great Walks, Te Araroa and places like tracks near Mt Codkigilfege.
surprisethat these areas are where the heaviest tourist presence exigterefore, do the numbers of tourists need

to be regulated further rather than increased?Qf t S+ @S @2dzx GKS NBFRSNB gA K

| often find it difficult to comment onHis type of stuff as it is usually quite negative but it is so important for us all to
realise what we stand to lose if we let all and sundry do what they like in our parks.

On a positive note we have such beautiful national and forest parks where filé&asure to observe the flora and
fauna that is so unique to our countryln the last couple of weeks whilst tramping | have come across two
wonderful specimens of our wildlifeLast week | managed to rescue a rather large stick insect from being admpl

on the Manawatu gorge walk and the weekend just gone a native worm from the track to Gold @itdelugh, to

some they will be regarded as little more than insects or worms they are part of the richness of species diversity the
we often take for grated in our bush.This is what | spend my time in the bush for.

Till next month. John

First Trackg MTSC Ski Captain: Howard Nicholson

It's cold, awl it's finally here.Slip on the fleece, slap on the gdéggand slop on the
sunscreen.The longawaited white stuff is falling and now it's time to get into Make
your lodge bookings by emailing your detailg§ddge.bookings@mtsc.org.ffiar a few
nights away for not a lot of dosh.

Some seful links to help you plan your trip are:

MTSC Lodge informatiohttp://mtsc.nz/lodge.php
Ruapehu Alpine Lifts web sitettp://www.mtruapehu.com/winter/

Avalanchdorecasts (vital if you are heading backcountry):
http://www.avalanche.net.nz/forecasts/detail.asp?m=5

Metservice weatherhttp://metservice.com/skifields/whakapapa
See you on the mountain! Howard Nicholson ~ Mob 0272941941
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MTSC ChigBuide Report:Ken Mercer chief.quide@mtsorg.nz
The Rain

It rained and rained and rained

the average fall was well maintained
and when the tracks were simply bogs
it started raining cats & dogs.

After a drought of half an hour
we had a most refreshing shower
and then most curious thing of all
a gentle rain began to fall!

Next day but one was fairly dry
save for one deluge from the sky
which wetted the party to the skin
and then, at last, the rain set in.

Trip Card Time is Looming Again

It is time to start thinking about the summer (November 204&il 2017)

trip card. We need to have all the trips sorted by the end of August so we
have time to send it off to The Printery. We have produced a spreadsheet
covering this six month period dnmade it available online on Google
Sheets. It already has a few trips entered, but could do with some more,
particularlyto cover from "family" through to "medium”. You just double
click on the cell you want to enter your data into, and type. The
spreadsheet saves automatically. Once finished you just close your
browser.

e
24 %
PR

The link ishttps://drive.google.com/open?id=18mafAFwspTrTfooWzu6fuaC8ulmGamGiVZOfxxVEE

Kashmir RoagdRuahinesupdate

Kashmir road is OK until the last hill up to the park at the end. The first hill is fine although some front wheel
drive cars find it hard tgetup. ¢ KS NR I R Kl a YI yeé& LI ( &ewadhasogdrion theiio@dy
one culvert is exposedwhere there are more issuesAcouple of weekends ago a two wheel drivelux scrapped

the bottom of the running boardw get to the capark It wouldbe no problem in a four wheel drive ute

New Ruahine Toilets

Two new toiletshave been installedh the Ruahineg one at Gold Creekut (thanks Johnand one at Toka Biv.
A geat excuse to visit and make use of the facilities!

B S8 I
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the Gold Creekongdrop the Toka Biv thunderbox
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Arete Forks Hut, Tararuas

the hut has been restored to its original condition

The Ex NZFS Deer Culler group has restored Arete Forks
the original S70 NZFSB&ink Hut design, including the -re
instatement of an open fireplace. Restoring an open faep
is somewhat of a milestone which required a change
thinking. Hopefull the outdoors people of the future will
enjoy the oppotunity to sit in front ofandto cook n anopen
fireplace % slap on you wooly bushshirt and take a tra
back in time.

Derrick Field has also prepared extensive histori#8
information regardhg this and other Tararua Huts. Read herdor wait until you get in there!)

TheOtaki Forks road is OPEN

TIMELINE

§  JulyAugust 2015: A slip occurs at Blue Béifér the June floods, and 5500° of material is removed.

SeptembetrDecember 2015A further 2500m® is removed from the site.

 December 2015: Major cris are discovered. About 1088 is removed in further remedl work. The road
is closed.

f February 2016: Another slip occuatter heavy rain, about 500@° is cleared. Geologistsurveys and
consultant engineers join council in inspecting the site. Council issues a warning after half a dozen walkers
crossed, or attempted to cross, tistip face. None werimjured.

1 April2016: Major earthworks begin.

1 July 2016: Road is reopeshe

BY THE NUMBERS
1 The road was closed for seven months.
1 The work cost about $500,000 to undertake, with almost half coming form the NZ Tranggorty’s
emergency works fund.
f  55,000m?*of material (solid measure) and 70,000 cum (loose meg)swas removed from the site,aighing
about 100,000 tonnes.
9 This equates to 9300 truckloads in a 7.5cum truck, or enough material to fill the Coastlandis Sgndre
25m pool 47 times.
9 The top batter slope is 33m high, and laid back at a 45delgahie three lower slopes are 25m aniila
back at a 53legreeangle.
The three benches, formed to catch debris ghibit fall, are all 7m wide.
Nine pieces of equipment were used, including thredatthe dump trucks, two 20t excavators, a 15t
excavaor, a 36t excavator, a 21t super reach excavator and a 20t bulldozer.

= =

We welcome John Brock, John Dymond, Reuben Harland, Stephanie Hunter &

family, Andrew Mclvor & family, Hazel Phillips, Richard Willetts & family and

Peter Wilson & family  to the club

Trip Intentions The email address for leaving trip intentionsingentions@mtsc.org.nz Intentions sent to this
address will not be acted upon UNLESS a party is reported overdue (e.g. byyanrfamlber, flatmate, friend, ejc

The email is sent to several MTSC members. This information will be provided to L&k@S&Hy if the party is
reported overdueor a PLB is activatedThe email should include: a list of participants and their contact details; a
brief description of the intended route and possible alternative routes; starting point; start date; date/time due out;
vehicle registratn; and any other relevant details.
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AugustWednesday Tramps AugustThursday Tramps

Date Leader Phone Date | Leader Phone

3 Allan Rae 358 3962 28 July| David Grant ** 328 7788

10 Russell Poole 022 658 0661 |4 Gordon Clark 359 2500

17 lan Brookes 358 7974 11 Christine Scott ** 354 0510

24 Leonie Lowndes 359 5005 18 John Brock* 329 4834

31 Robert Bruce 329 7858 25 Judy Swainson 358 4082
1 Sept | Hugh Wilde ** 356 9450
** Please note the change of leader

AugustWeekend Trips

Date Trip Grade Leader Phone

6¢q7 Weekend in the Snow All Ken Mercer 027 364 6475
14 Iron Gate Stoat Line Med/Fit Adam Matich 022 358 8062
20¢ 21 Weekend in the Snow Ski Robin Lane 021 105 8580
27¢ 28 Ski from the Crater Lake Technical | John Lyttle 027 433 6307

6" ¢ 7" August Weekend in the Snow

All Ken Mercer 027 364 6475

Perhaps you have an acquaintance who would enjoy staying ON the skiiehkd®R & A a |y 2 LILJ2 NIi dzy
lodge. The snow is right outside the door for children to build snowmen or slide on a sledge (yes, there's several ¢
the lodge). Get the first runs of the day too!

14" August: IronGate Stoat line

Medium/Fit Adam Matich 022 358 8062 adam.j.matich@gmail.com

This day trip follows the Oroua Rivieack through Alice Nash Memorial Heritage Lodge to Ifeate Hut and is
around 33%2hours each wayweQ tefrace our steps on the way outUnfortunately, Janet Wilson (PNTMC) found
out that | was taking this trip and has told me that | have to deal to the stoat traps on the tideke will be one
every 100 m or so, and Janet wants us to take out the dead and reset the trdbimk that something was said
about putting an egg in each trap as well, so we may have lots otlpeistuseby-date eggs to carryA 1dnm ring
spanner is useful if you have ondDf course this trip is weather dependent as there are stream crossings, but
otherwise it is all pretty safe and lunch can be had at the hut.

20" ¢ 22" August Ski Weekend at the Lodge

Ski Robin Lane txt 021 105 8580 robin@robinlane.co.nz

Ski from the Lodge at the height of the seasdiere should be snow by therlthere are 35 beds available, so bring
the family and make the most of our club facilitie€ontact Robin by rmail or txtto join the trip - but please
remember thatyou have tobook your own beds at the lodge as well.

21% ¢ 24" October: Labour Weeken&outh IslandTrip

Medium/Fit Adam Matich 022 358 8062 adam.j.matich@gmail.com

| am taking a trip in the Soutlsland on Labour Weekend; it will cover Friday to Monday, tepWellington on the
Friday morning ferry and getting back to PN on Monday nidtitthe moment what | intend to do is visit the Cobb
Valley. On Friday | hope to make it to the road enddatramp up to Sylvester Hut l§§) for the night, or if the
weatheris ideal then continue on and camp somewhere near one of the many t&@nsSaturday we will head NW
along the Lockett Range and drop down the Waingaro Peak Track to stay at Fenella hut for thé&Soigtdy we
head back down the valley to the road ergh up through Myttons Hut to the tops and follow the track system
through to Asbestos Cottagier the night. On Monday morning we will budtash up onto the ridge track from
Asbestos Cottage and follow said track back to the road and the car and hgpgfutback to Picton in time to catch
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the ferry. | am going to book the ferry early August so | will need financial commitment from people who want to
go; so contact me before thenif the car is not full, then there is the option for people to decide dater date. If
the weather is dodgy | will think up an alternative destination that does not have so much open tops travel.

Queer Birthday Weekend % ¢ 6" June Walks around Wellington

Report:Alla Seleznyova

Photos:Alla Seleznyova & Helen Pick
On Saturday morning six of us Tim, Linda, KearyMHelen and myself setoutfarSt f @ Ay Omf duvway O
we decided to do the Paekakariki Escarpment track, a new section of Te AfEineatrack has been popular with
club members and has been @&A 6 SR Ay 3INBF G RSO AL goAst . 220y fAQY | VRO &
G2 1SFE@Sy¢ RAR y2i I LILIgstedpwithano rail§ Bukilwbuld Iceitainly 2edomeizd BiSga ( |
tramping poles. The day was unusually warm andmaand we enjoyed a long lunch at a high spot above the track
taking in the great views and watching a steady stream of people walking in both direc@unarrival to Pukerua
Bay, Tim caught a bus back to Paekakariki to retrieve the van, while thef keshad ice creams at the Bay shop.

A beautiful day on the Paekakariki Escarpment track
We did the Skyline track on Sunday starting from the Makara Road entrance in Kanotfie beginning of the walk,
we were joined by John Little and Ben Swale, who together with Tim took a turnoff to Wilton Bush; while the rest o
the party continued on to Mount Kaukau and, eventually, to the Old Coach Road near Johns®heitkewerea lot
of people aroundhe Mount Kaukau lookout, coming from Khandallah Parke day was very sunny but very windy.
From the track, we enjoyed marvellous views of Wellington tnedViakara wind farm.After finishing the walk we
were picked up by Tim.

i ; E v
Limbering up for the group photo on Mt Kaukau
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On Mondaysome went to museumandsome met up with friend/relatives whilélelen and | decided to do a part of
the City to Sea WalkwayWe started at the Parliament Housed walked via Bolton Street Memorial Park and the
Rose Garden where we visited the Begonia House with lush colourful veget&iothe way up to the Planetarium,
we came across an impressive marble sculptyf@udderstone, a metaphor of passage to amstiealm, which
symbolises our migrant culturesdThe vivid blue and white stripes of the reverse side are abstracted panoramic
streams of sea and skyThe turquoise blue Azul marble from Bilaand the crisp laundered whitof the Carrara
marble from laly glow luminously in this position where

thea dzy f A AKG A & Gdjndzhrough AFoiVEaligyS NS R € @

took me 25 years back in time; | used to live near Aro

Street and walked this street every day when [ first came

to New Zealand.L (4 Qa | YI T A y&streétzhgs Y dzOK G K

changed over the years: spotting beautifully restored old

GAtElFa |yR ySove hadBuyidR &t the K 2 LJa X

Central Park and then wondered to the waterfront to

meet with the others and go back to Palm@verall it

was a wonderful weekend.Thanks everyone for great

company and especially Tim for taking his van and

driving.
Thebeautiful Rudderstone

Wednesday 15 June WWWs do Burto® Track as a Walk Through

Report:Boband Christine
Photos: Maureen and William
On a day that started with low grey clouds, 29 enthusiastic
Wednesday Wilderness Walkers matkesir way via Scotts road
and through the locked gate to park about a kilometre from the
style at the start of the bushed traclét the start of the tramp, at
9.25am, there was a cool wind and the promise of rdifore than
half of the party set off to walk the length of the track, four
trampers, including three drivers, turned back and up at the first
stream to climb the 300m back to the styleOthers turned at
intermediate points earlier on the track down all to return to th Rata in bloom
vehicles. The bush was superb, several flowering Rata were
spotted, and a number of Tom Tits were noticed shadowing the tramping groups.

Is it Wet? WWWs Try Line dancing

The thiough tramperscrossed our first and deepest stream at the bottom of the valléye meandered up, down

and along the Tokomaru Riveorfanother 90mins, crossing tributaries and the Tokomaru twi€n our final
crossing we practiced river crossings, linking together by holding pack stfégswas a fun activity that created a
fair amount of discussion post evenDennis was the solgamper with dry feet thanks to tall boots and neoprene
gaiters! We lunched at Burtons Ware. The pungas, grassy clearings and bush along the valley are beautiful
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