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Tuesday 3rd March: Tararua Northern Crossing from East to West - Jens Dietricht 

Jens moved to NZ in 2003 from Namibia, and loves tramping. In his former life when he grew up 

in East Germany, he explored the beautiful mountain ranges of Slovakia, Romania and Bulgaria 

on foot with equipment as seen in Intrepid NZ (and worse).  

ά²Ŝ ŘƛŘ ǘƘŜ ¢ŀǊŀǊǳŀ Northern Crossing East to West in January 2011. This was our annual 

άŦŀǘƘŜǊ ŀnd sonέ trip, my son Max was 17 at the time.  

It took us four days, which can be summarized as follows:  

Day 1: EASY, then CONFUSING from the Holdsworth road end to Mitre Flats via Atiwhakatu 

Day 2: EXHAUSTING - from Mitre Flats up to Mitre Peak, then via Girdlestone to Tarn Ridge Hut 

Day 3: SCARY - over the Waiohine Pinnacles via Arete down to Te Matawai Hut 

Day 4: WET - walking and swimming out the Ohau River ōŀŎƪ ǘƻ [ŜǾƛƴ ά 

 

 

 

Tuesday 7th April: DOC progress report - Rod Smillie  

Rod is the DOC Conservation Services Manager for the Lower 

North Island Region.  Come along to hear what DOC has been up 

to, what they plan to get up to and take the opportunity to ask 

those DOC related questions you have always wanted to ask. 

 
 

http://www.mtsc.org.nz/
https://www.facebook.com/MTandSC
mailto:editor@mtsc.org.nz
mailto:membership@mtsc.org.nz
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MTSC President: Linda Campbell                                         president@mtsc.org.nz 

A club trip to the lodge was a fantastic idea for Waitangi weekend.  Seventeen of us not only enjoyed 

staying at the lodge but also enjoyed a few of the walks on offer.  The weekend was a reminder of the 

great asset we have as a club.  Sitting out on the deck in the late afternoon/early evening it really felt 

as though it was the holidays again.  If ȅƻǳ ƘŀǾŜƴΩǘ ǳǎŜŘ ǘƘŜ ƭƻŘƎŜ ƛƴ ǎǳƳƳŜǊ ōŜŦƻǊŜ L ǊŜŎƻƳƳŜƴŘ ƛǘ ƛǎ 

something you consider.  

The year is going quickly and the AGM is fast approaching so it is time to consider what you could offer as a member 

of the committee and decide whether or not to put yourself forward.  It is desirable to have a mix of Wednesday, 

Thursday and weekend walkers and skiers on the committee so all groups are represented at the monthly meetings.  

As I will have completed three years as president it is time for someone new to take over the position. 

Enjoy yourselves in the hills but take care out there.       Linda 

DOUG PEACH                              1919ς2015 

Our Club has a lot of history and with that comes the 

experience of good times in the outdoors with good friends.  

Older members of the club may remember Doug Peach who 

was a special friend to me and to many others.  Sadly, Doug 

died on 26th January at the great old age of 95.  Thankfully, he 

was never in pain. 

Doug moved down from Auckland to Palmerston North in 

about 1975 and immediately became a regular tramper and 

skier.  He skied until the age of 83.  Doug had been the 

president of the Auckland Tramping club and regularly visited 

the Pureoras and Kaimanawas.  From that moment on we 

visited those mountains regularly under his guidance. 

Doug led several South Island Christmas trips to far off places 

ς some (with food drops) lasting 18 days.  For several years 

he was club president and was made a life member for his 

work for the club.  For many winters he was lodge warden 

when school groups used the lodge.  Doug did a lot of the 

cooking and also helped with ski instruction for these groups.  

He was a good skier and had skied extensively overseas.  His 

expertise was much appreciated by the students. 

Doug moved to Taupo not long after he retired and his first 

task was to cycle around the South Island on a very ordinary 

bike.  This he did twice.  In recent years he moved to a unit at 

Whararangi run by the Salvation Army.  After suffering a stroke Doug went into full-time care at St Johns Wood 

where he received very good care.  IŜ ǿŀǎ ƭǳŎƛŘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ŜƴŘ ŀƭǘƘƻǳƎƘ ǾŜǊȅ ǘƛǊŜŘΦΧΦ ōǳǘ ǿƘƻ ǿƻǳƭŘƴΩǘ ōŜΚ 

Happy memories, good friend.                  Trevor Reynolds 

NOTICES and INFORMATION 

mailto:president@mtsc.org.nz
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Admiring the central North Island Volcanoes from Pinnacle Ridge at Waitangi Weekend         Alla Selenznyova 

 

SUBS DUE SOON (but not quite yet) 

Towards the end of March the invoices for your annual subscription to be an MTSC member will be sent out with the 

next (April) newsletter.  Due to the rise in cost of printing & postage, regrettably, we need to increase the subs for 

those who receive a hard copy of the newsletter.  The increase is $5, which brings the single sub to $45 and the 

family sub to $60.  If you only receive the newsletter by email the subs stay the same ($35 and $50 respectively). 

PLEASE NOTE: we have changed our Bank account, the new account number will be on your invoice. 

 

Mid-Waiohine Hut gets a freshen up 

Mid-Waiohine hut in one of the least modified ex-forest service huts left in the 

Tararuas (i.e. it has an open fireplace).  The ex-NZFS deer cullers group have 

recently painted the hut inside and out and there is a very good supply of split 

and stacked firewood - so a very pleasant destination. 

 

Tararua Map: άaŀǇ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ¢ŀǊŀǊǳŀ aƻǳƴǘŀƛƴ {ȅǎǘŜƳέ - 1972 edition 

A scan of this map can be located here 

https://tararuafkt.files.wordpress.com/2015/02/map-of-the-tararua-mountain-system-1972.pdf 

It is ǾŜǊȅ ƛƴǘŜǊŜǎǘƛƴƎ ǘƻ ǎŜŜ ǿƘŀǘ Ƙŀǎ ŀƴŘ ƘŀǎƴΩǘ ŎƘŀƴƎŜŘ ƻǾŜǊ ǘƘŜ ȅŜŀǊǎΦ 

 

There is only one way to achieve happiness on this terrestrial ball, and that is to have either a clear conscience or 

none at all.                                     OGDEN NASH

https://tararuafkt.files.wordpress.com/2015/02/map-of-the-tararua-mountain-system-1972.pdf
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For weekend trips, unless 

otherwise specified, contact 

the trip leader by 

Wednesday night for 

overnighters or Friday night 

for day trips. 

 

 

 

Trip Intentions 
The email address for leaving trip intentions is 

intentions@mtsc.org.nz 

Intentions sent to this address will not be acted upon 

UNLESS a party is reported overdue (e.g. by a family 

member, flatmate, friend, etc.).  The email is sent to 

several MTSC members.  This information will be 

provided to LandSAR only if the party is reported 

overdue. 

The email should include: a list of participants and 

their contact details; a brief description of the 

intended route and possible alternative routes; 

starting point; start date; date/time due out; vehicle 

registration; and any other relevant details.  

March Wednesday Tramps 

Date Leader Phone 

4 Leonie Lowndes 359 5005 

11 Jill Faulkner 323 6094 

18 Pam Dransfield 357 0008 

25 Dennis Jensen 329 3229 

                 

Trip Grading 
The times listed below include tramping, meal and 

rest stops.  In assessing the trip grading, terrain, 

weather and party fitness (which is as fast as the 

slowest member) are considered.  Consult the trip 

leader if you are unsure about your suitability for a 

particular trip. 

FAMILY All welcome, casual pace, any age 

EASY 4 hours per day, pace slower than 

Easy/Med. Does not relate to terrain 

EASY/MEDIUM 5 hours per day at a pace slower than 

Medium 

MEDIUM 7 hours per day at a standard walking 

pace 

MEDIUM/FIT 8 hours per day at a pace faster than 

Medium 

FIT Over 8 hours per day at a pace faster 

than Med/Fit 

TECHNICAL Qualifying requirements to be 

announced by the trip organiser 

Weekday trips generally range between Easy and 

Medium/ Fit.  Call the leader for details on the 

destination and trip grade. 

March Thursday Tramps 

Date Leader Phone 

5 John Brock 329 4834 

12 Gordon Clark 359 2500 

19 Hugh Wilde 356 9450 

26 David Grant 328 7788 

 

UPCOMING TRIPS 

 

 

 February Weekend Trips 

Date Trip Grade Leader Phone 

28-1 McKinnon Hut Fit Jean Garman 021 176 0209 

28-1 Ruapehu & Tongariro Med Peter Rawlins 356 7443 

7-8 Tutuwai Hut ς Mt Reeves loop Easy/Med Alla Selenznyova 355 0862 

7-8 Tarn Ridge Med/Fit Dave Mitchell 329 2803 

14-15 Ngatiawa River, Kakanui Med/Fit David Harrington 06 839 5766 

21-22 Bushcraft, Holdsworth  All Tim Swale 06 376 6556 

28-29 Waitewaewae Hut Med Linda Campbell 027 333 4493 

28-29 West Waitewaewae River Fit David Harrington 06 8395766 

 

 

mailto:treasurer@mtsc.org.nz
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28th February ς 1st March: McKinnon Hut Jean Garman   Fit                       021 176 0209 

                       jean.garman@fonterra.com  

Due to there being no access to the Kawhatau base any more this is yet another trip looking at alternative routes to 

McKinnon Hut from the west.  The plan (as always subject to change) is to head up the Hikurangi stream, up the spur 

that joins the main range north of pt1713 (apparently an old cullerǎΩ route) and around the tops to McKinnon for the 

night.  Coming back I would like to try the spur to the west side of the range from the hut as far as pt1468 then try to 

pick a route down/around the big slip and downstream back into the Hikurangi stream. 

7-8th March: Tutuwai Hut Mt Reeves loop Alla Seleznyova   Easy/Medium       355 0862 

I have done only a part of this loop up to the Cone Hut.  This preview is mostly based on the reports I found on 

internet (see for example, http://tramping-ruth.blogspot.co.nz/2014/01/waiohine-gorge-tutuwai-hut-loop.html).  

We will start from the Waiohine Gorge road end car park.  After crossing the swing-bridge we will follow the Cone 

Hut track, which climbs steeply to about 570m along the ridge.  After an easy section on the top of the ridge the 

track descents to the Cone Hut.  From the hut we will follow the track down the Tauherenikau River to Tutuwai Hut 

(about 300m), our accommodation for the night.  This serviced 20-bunk hut is supplied with firewood but has no gas 

cooking facilities (you will need three hut tickets).  Next day we will return via the track, which climbs to Mount 

Reeves, 899m.  An old fire has opened up the bush on the summit and there are good views over the farmland in the 

Wairarapa plains and west into the hills.  We will follow Mount Reeveǎ ǘǊŀŎƪ ǳǇ ǘƻ ŀ Ǉƻƛƴǘ ǿƘŜǊŜ ŀƴ άǳƴƻŦŦƛŎƛŀƭ /ƻŀƭ 

{ǘǊŜŀƳ ǘǊŀŎƪέ ōǊŀƴŎƘŜǎ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ƭŜŦǘ ŀƴŘ Ŧƻƭƭƻǿǎ Řƻǿƴ ŀƭƻƴƎ ǘƘŜ ǊƛŘƎŜ ōŀŎƪ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ²ŀƛƻƘƛƴŜ ǎǿƛƴƎ-bridge completing 

the loop.  ¢ƘŜ ǘǊŀŎƪ ƛǎ ƳŀǊƪŜŘ ŀƴŘ ŀƭǘƘƻǳƎƘ ƛǘ ƛǎ ƴƻǘ ǎƘƻǿƴ ƻƴ ǎƻƳŜ ƳŀǇǎΣ LΩǾŜ Ǝƻǘ ŀ ƳŀǇ ǿƘŜǊŜ this track is shown.  

Just before the Waiohine swing-bridge we will have to cross the Coal Stream which should not be a problem unless 

ƛǘΩǎ ŦƭƻƻŘŜŘ ŀŦǘŜǊ ŀ ƘŜŀǾȅ ǊŀƛƴΦ  

7-8th March: Tarn Ridge    Dave Mitchell   Medium/Fit        3292803 

Tarn Ridge Hut is more on the eastern side of the Tararuas on Tarn ridge, which forms part of the main range.  I plan 

to take the most direct route, so leaving P.N. on Friday night I plan to go into Mitre flats Hut initially.  This will take 

about 3-4 hours tramping above the Waingawa River.  Saturday we have about a 1000 m climb up to Peggys peak 

(1545m) and from there to Mitre (1571m).  There is a drop of 100m before climbing up to Brocket then SW to 

Girdlestone.  From Girdlestone we descend onto Tarn ridge, the hut is located slightly below the ridge at 1393m, 

Saturday could be 4 to 6 hours.  Tarn Ridge Hut has been repainted so it will be interesting to see how it looks.  As 

usual trip leader organises Saturday nights meal.  With a bit of luck we will get some fine weather and get some 

great views.  Sunday we will retrace our steps and be out to the car park by late afternoon.  This trip has been rated 

as M/F as it includes a steep climb onto exposed tops and up to 8 hours tramping a day. 

14-15th March: Ngatiawa River, Kakanui David Harrington  Medium/Fit               06 839 5766 

Starting from end of Ngatiawa Road, behind Waikanae, ǿŜΩƭƭ ƘŜŀŘ 

up the Ngatiawa River to camp in the headwaters somewhere.  

Travel up the first half of the river is good but no idea on the top 

half.  Sunday we climb up onto the Waitauru Road then west along 

road to visit Kakanui high point.  From here its north along the road 

and down a spur back into the Ngatiawa River then back to the 

start. 
 

Men carry out the body of Peter Langer, who drowned in the Ngatiawa 

River in 1964. Photographer: Barry Durrant 

mailto:jean.garman@fonterra.com
http://tramping-ruth.blogspot.co.nz/2014/01/waiohine-gorge-tutuwai-hut-loop.html
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Omarukokere Biv                    Adam Matich 

21st-22nd March: Bushcraft Course    Tim Swale     All Welcome   06 3766556 

The Bushcraft course is to be run from the Holdsworth Road end.  We will cover navigation, route finding, campsite 

selection, stoves, water safety, environmental care code, leadership, loss of route procedure, etc. on Saturday.  

There will be a night walk and possibly a campfire before camping for the night at Donnelly Flats.  On the Sunday we 

will have a day walk to Rocky Lookout using some of the old tracks in the area.  We will finish off with river crossing 

practise if it is safe to do so.  ¢ƘŜǊŜ ŀǊŜ ƭƛƪŜƭȅ ǘƻ ōŜ ǎƻƳŜ ȅƻǳƴƎǎǘŜǊǎ ǘǊŀƛƴƛƴƎ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜƛǊ 5ǳƪŜ ƻŦ 9ŘƛƴōǳǊƎƘΩǎ !ǿŀǊŘΣ ǎƻ 

whether you want to learn or are willing to pass on some of your own skills, you are most welcome to join us. 

28-29th March: Waitewaewae Hut  Linda Campbell   Medium       323 3836 

Leaving from Otaki Forks we will follow the track to Waitewaewae Hut.  A new track built to avoid the slip has added 

an additional hour to the trip so it is now a 5-7 hour walk from the car park to the hut.  This walk is partly of interest 

as it is part of the Te Araroa Trail.  

28-29th March: West Waitewaewae river David Harrington  Fit                06 839 5766 

Starting fǊƻƳ ŜƴŘ ƻŦ bƻǊǘƘ aŀƴŀƪŀǳ wƻŀŘ ƛǘΩǎ ǳǇ ǘƘŜ ōƛƎ ŎƭƛƳō ǘƻ ²ŀƛǘŜǿŀŜǿŀŜ ƘƛƎƘ Ǉƻƛƴǘ ǘƘŜƴ ŘǊƻǇ ǿŜǎǘ Řƻǿƴ 

small spur to the top fork of the West Waitewaewae River.  LǘΩǎ ǘƘŜƴ ŀƭƭ ǘƘŜ ǿŀȅ Řƻǿƴ ǘƘŜ ²Ŝǎǘ ²ŀƛǘŜǿŀŜǿŀŜ wƛǾŜǊ 

to Island Forks and if time allows then down the Waitewaewae River as well.  {ǳƴŘŀȅ ǿŜΩƭƭ ǊŜǘǳǊƴ Ǿƛŀ ǊƛŘƎŜ ǎȅǎǘŜƳ 

past Mick and Thompson. 

Wednesday 10th December: Wednesday Xmas Tramp - Te Mata Peak          Pauline Hall (Leader) 

The weather didn't look promising with rain threatening but as we travelled towards Hawkes Bay it improved.  After 

using the Superloos in the village we headed to the car park. 

We had two groups of trampers, the uppers and the downers.  The uppers took off with great gusto to climb the 

Giant Circuit of the park, the summit being at 399m.  By then the weather was favourable for the climb.  The 

downers of which I was one, meandered on lower tracks.  As we got higher there were fantastic views of the Tukituki 

River and out to sea. 

By strange coincidence the two groups met and had morning tea together.  Continuing on to the Big Redwoods area 

for our Xmas feast.  All food was laid on the picnic table and most of it devoured.  Thank you all contributors.  Yes we 

managed coffee on the way home at the Wild Bean. 

16-19th January: Omarukokere Biv, Kaweka Forest Park 

                                 Adam Matich 

On Friday afternoon East Kaweka Helicopters flew us into Omar 

Biv (Ngaruroro River) from The Lakes road end.  Fortunately, it is 

not just a biv. but has a large vestibule attached which can be 

used for storage, cooking and overflow sleeping 

accommodation.  After a warm night we headed up the hunters' 

track behind the long drop.  It was more like a slightly unkempt 

DOC track and was both easy and no nonsense, so we had a 

steady 700m climb to the bush-line on Spion Kop; some of it 

TRIP REPORTS 
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Dave studies one of the Kaweka signs                Adam Matich 

   

through very open forest.  As per usual in the Kawekas, travel across the shingly, tussocky tops was easy, and the 

morning climb and tops travel by the northern track through Otutu Bush saw us reach Otutu Hut after a relaxed five 

hour day.  Shortly after our arrival a hunter, his daughter and their dog flew in so we had company during our long 

afternoon of sloth.  There was free beer in the hut so Dave was happy.  Otutu Hut is a very renovated forest service 

hut with a big veranda, a very useful addition that seems to be favoured in the Kaweka FP. 

Sunday was another sunny one; we started early as 

the short-cut to Manson Hut required a 450m climb 

out of Manson Creek up onto the open Manson 

peak.  A relaxed 3 hours saw us at the also veranda-

sporting Manson Hut where we spent a couple of 

hours chatting to the two hunters, who were 

hurriedly cutting up all their meat in preparation for 

their pickup, and visiting Old Manson Hunt in the 

gully down below.  Of course the delay meant that 

our 2¼ hr descent to Kiwi Mouth Hut was in the heat 

of the afternoon, but we didn't want to get there 

too early as we feared sand-flies.  Fortunately, it was 

too hot for them and there was a good breeze 

blowing through the hut, which we had to ourselves.  

Kiwi Mouth Hut, while in very tidy condition, does 

not yet have a veranda and is still in the old forest service six-bunk style. 

On our last day we made our way up the steep, no nonsense Kiwi Creek track to the recently re-clad and painted 

Kiwi Saddle Hut, before dropping down to The Lakes; another sunny 5 hour day.  Over the whole three days we 

encountered few people, and those were hunters who seem to be just about the only ones around who remember 

that this forest park exists.  It muǎǘƴΩǘ ƘŀǾŜ ŀƴ ŜƴǘǊȅ ƛƴǘƻ ǘƘŜ [ƻƴŜƭȅ tƭŀƴŜǘ ȅŜǘΦ  We were David Mitchell, Mark 

Learmonth, and Adam Matich. 

Wednesday 28th January: Toka                  mostly written by Bob Hodgson 

A 7.30am start saw a good turnout of Wednesday trampers traveling in a convoy of the van and four cars.  As we left 

the sealed road an impressive dust cloud was generated as we made our way to what was expected to be a 28°C and 

sunny tramp.  Within a kilometre of the car park we experienced a sharp shower and, much to our surprise, we were 

in light rain for the remainder of the trip.  The faster group went up Shorts track, along the ridge to the signpost and 

down Knights ridge in rain (rather than light rain) and a view limited to alpine flowers, a couple of waratahs and a 

misty ridge rising ahead.  Most of the remainder followed the Deerford Loop, groups going left and right, to meet on 
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Scenes from the Mangatera River 

Jean Garman 

the Shorts track which was followed upwards to gain views of Toka.  A small, select group confined themselves to 

the Deerford Loop.  All were safely out by 3.30pm.  We then converged on Ian's home in Cheltenham for coffee and 

a selection of cakes.  It was a great but damp start to the tramping year!  Thanks to our drivers including Evan and to 

Ian for his welcome hospitality. 

31st January -1st February: Colenso River routes              Jean Garman 

After weeks of blistering hot weather it was a relief to have a forecast for clouds with a few potential showers, 

however, as we were venturing into big rivers we opted to reverse the trip so the biggest river would be dealt with 

first before any potential showers came.  It was a hot sweaty slog up onto the Mokai Patea Range, luckily the 

descent to Iron Bark Hut was a little cooler and we stopped there for lunch.  After lunch it was river time; first 

heading down the Maropea River which was very low so no difficulties, then up the Mangatera River which started 

with a gorgy section that was quite slow, requiring waist deep immersions and lots of rock scrambling.  After this the 

river travel got easier/faster but there were several more gorgy sections to wade/scramble through.  Then there was 

a dramatic change in the river, it cascaded off a limestone edge and above this there were multiple sections where 

huge limestone blocks had tumbled into the river.  At first 

this was fascinating but the novelty rapidly wore off as it 

was quite awkward to get under/over/around them and 

we were quite pleased when we hit the branch of the 

river which Colenso hut is on.  This limestone section is 

easy to avoid as the track between Iron Bark and Colenso 

comes down very close to the river just downstream of it 

and can be accessed via a limestone flow that the track 

crosses and which is 

marked by a cairn in the 

river.  All up it took us 4 

ƘƻǳǊǎ όŀƴŘ ǿŜ ǿŜǊŜƴΩǘ 

rushing) although this 

route would only ever be an option in 

ƭƻǿ Ŧƭƻǿǎ ŀƴŘ ǿƛǘƘ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ǿƘƻ ŘƻƴΩǘ 

mind getting wet and a bit of rock 

climbing.  We had a pre-dinner snack 

then chilled out catching up on some 

reading for the rest of the afternoon.  

Just as dinner was being served we heard voices and 3 WTMC bods arrived.  

This was fortuitous as Adam was not that enthralled with the hut supplied 

bodice ripper he was reading and they provided evening conversation until 

bedtime. 

We were all up bright and early and Adam and I headed off just before 7am, 

following the track into the Unknown stream ς the humidity was very high 

ŀƴŘ ǿŜ ƘŀŘƴΩǘ ƎƻƴŜ ŦŀǊ ōŜŦƻǊŜ ǘƘŜ ǎǿŜŀǘ ǿŀǎ ŘǊƛǇǇƛƴƎΦ  In the Iron Bark hut 

log book someone had written about not being able to find the waterfall 

detour in the stream and having to backtrack so we were extra cautious about 

keeping an eye on where we were and where the track should be.  The 

stream was very easy open flat travel for quite a while, then it got a little 


