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ter of Manawatu Tramplng and Skung Club

Club members Kim Fraser (on belay) and Hugh Wllde with other volunteers taklng part in a SAR stretcher
carry/low angle ropes training day on Sunday 23" May. The casualty was located and then lowered through
thick bush down to the sledge track.

Upcoming club nights

7.30 pm, 1st Tue of the month | Rose City Aquatic Club Room, 50 Park Road, Palmerston North

6 July 2010 oSpreading Green F

Brent Barrett is an American liyth, a scientist by trade, and an optimist by nature.

Manawatu since 2000, he pursues his passion for a healthier planet through

involvement, including being a member of MTSC, a founding member of the R
Environmental Film Fastl, and formerly Chair of Forest & Bird Manawatu. In sli
spare time, Brent enjoys time in the mountains, mountain biking and reading. Brent
the subjects of film, wildlife conservation, and present opportunities for a betteshig
between people and the planet.
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message teditor@mtsc.org.nz

Items for the newsletter: The deadline for newsletter itemseigtbéthe month Please
include a date with trip reports. Photos are appreciatatyraber of images at 1024x7
pixels or greater if possible. For example a 2 megapixel image is 1600 x 1200 pix¢
include the date and an appropriate cafatidine photo.



http://www.mtsc.org.nz/
mailto:editor@mtsc.org.nz
mailto:membership@mtsc.org.nz
mailto:editor@mtsc.org.nz

BEECHEAVESJLY 201(

Presi dentdkenMereep or t
email president@mtsc.org.nz or phone (06) 356 7497 or (027) 364 6475

Fast & Light

Thereis a style of tramping known as fastlaid which | think began with some of the long US trails, suct
Appalachian Trail. It is an attractive concept based around using light equipment and carrying only wi
After all every gram collectively contributes to that load onggaukb. Thi s i s di ffi cul
it apart.

Firstly lightweight gear. | have no dispute with abandoning enamel plates and metal cutlery in faw
There are also lightweight packs and rainwear available although abautdbeir durability in the NZ bush.
anyone had experience with ripping either?

The second way to save weight is to | eave
morning but more sensible than carrying them in your pdekyatni 2nd (or 3rd) pair also get wet during th
For many years my approach has been two sets of clothing, one wet for daywear and the other dry for
ultimate piece of dry clothing is your sleeping bag which, particularly if it ilethwmmust never become wet.

Food is the heaviest item for a |l onger trip
necessarily mean dehydrated food packs (actually you have to watch these as the packaging can begB@'
You should be able to get enough energy with less than 1kg/day of food (Brian Webster mentioned a tr
carried 800g/day).

Various luxury items can be |l eft behind too
beignoed i s equi pment in the owhat iifo6 category.
More seriously though: what if wedre del ayed ar
continue? Remember tdwmt we enjoy a maritime climate which is far less predictable than the continental

At the recent club night Tim Swale showed some pictures of a three day trip where clear weather
deteriorated so the group retreated over the tops inshawhw poor Vvi si bi |l i ty. He
helped by a navigational error but they eventually descended to the van. In such conditions the groug
everyone being strong enough to continue. If, due to exhaustion or injuoyesomast rest then an emerg
shelter is vital. Tim now carries a bothy bag which is a nylon dome in which up to 4 people can sit on the
edge, facing each other. I't doesndt sound ortunatel
one can easily improvise a bothy bag with a te
for a break on the tops!

Ski Capt ai doRosPrigle p

email rob.kate.pringle@gmail.com or phone (06) 354 0218

A ominord set back to Tower 9 of the high no
express has not slowed the fresh snow falling o
slopes of Turoa and Whakapapa as we gear up f
2010 winter seasowith a 34 week turn around ol
the repair for this Whakapapa might be the way i
for the gart of the season. A good opportunity
make the most of using the Lodge facilities.

After a busy weekend on the 11 & 12 June witt
Food Carry the lodge is fully stockéwanks to all
those that helpedout So now it ds
to gear antline your skis, boards and personal fiti
and get ready for winter!! See you on the slopes.

Whoops! Tower 9, High Noon Express, Turoa.
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Upcoming Trips

TRIP GRADING

The times listed below include tramping, rest and meal stops. In assessing the trip times and grades, terrain,rtyeat
fithness (a party is as fast as its slowest member) must be considered. As these factors will never repeat thanesel
only estimates. Contact the trip leader if you are unsure about trip grading for a specific trip.

ALL All welcome

EASY 4 hous per day, pace slower than Easy/Med. Does not relate to terrain.
EASY/MEDIUM 5 hours per day at a pace slower than medium.

MEDIUM 7 hours per day at a standard walking pace.

MEDIUM/FIT 8 hours per day at a pace faster than medium.

FIT Over 8 hours @r day at a pace faster than medium/fit.

TECHNICAL Qualifying requirements to be announced by the trip organiser.

TRIP SAFETY

Trip leaders are reminded that trip intentions can be emai¢ehtmns@mtsc.omg, although this is not a substitute fo

leaving full written details with the designated contacts within the club.

If you require further information on th

contact the Chief Guide. The club also has tent flies and personal locator belabtm$ragaif charge, the club transit ve

will always have these so

Chief Guide report dKim Fraser

I'm just quickly writing this as I'm leaving on my hon
weather trip since that snow we had in DeceMliiet a
week we've had rain, wind and in other parts of ti
country, snow, the ski bunnies must be chomping at tl
as | noticed skifield reports appearing on the mou
forecast at the metservice website so | guess that
winter slightly officlanow. If you notice on the trip car
the club is running two alpine courses this year. If you
never done one and plan on doing some tramping ¢
the bushline this winter | would recommend you dc
(even if its only the first one for now), thet fasurse is
easy and open to all, so don't be shy and its a lot o
Happy tramping!

Photo: John Ridge | Field Hut | 19 May 2010

ther e

i sndt any reason no
Manawatu Gorge Track
Standing I nvitation Easy
David Newstead 027 4576175

I walk the Gorge TracKkW to E) most Sunda
mornings. This is a reminder that the invitation to
me still stands.

Starting time is usually 8:00 to 9:00 (flexible). | walk
and meet my wife at Beyeim#Bridge Cafe, foi
morning tea / lunch, as approriate, and she dnive
back to the Western car park. So if you feel li
Sunday morning walk (vigorous or ambling,
choice) give me a call. Families, young chil
everyone welcome.

Roaring Stag Hut

26-27June Easy

David Newstead 027 457617¢
Roaring Stag is in the foot hills to the Eastern sic
the Tararuas, in from Blhuna. It's a new hut, down
the river valley. It makes a nice easywimitr outing.
Its a bit of a slog to the top of the ridge on the wa
not so high, but straight up, through the bush, but tt
is no hurry; then turn left (Herapai is to the right)

down all the way to the hut. Should be about 4 h
shouldn't need to leave (Police Station, Churct
before 08:00 on the Saturday.

Island Range

27 Jun(Sun) Fit
David Harrington 06 839 5766
Please phone for more details
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Wednesday Trampers
30 June

Easy/Medium

Beginners Ski Weekend *CHANGE OF DATE**

1718 July
Ken Mercer

All
06 356 74¢

Marie Inkpen 06 323 10¢
Please call for more details

Thursday Trampers

1 July Medium
John McLeod 06 323 57¢
Please call for more details

Moerangi-Rogers Hut

34 July Medium
Mark Learmouth 06 355 91«

Please phone for more details

Beehive Creek

4 July Easy
Christine Scott 06 354 051
Beehive Creek is a32hours, 4km walk located
Pohangina Road, around 33 km north of Palm
North. The walk follows the sandy bed of Beehive
through a mixture of native bush and exotics. It re
several crosygs of the normally shallow, gentle st
and then climbs over hilly farmland to react
Pohangina Road. There are good views of the Pol
Valley and the Ruahine Ranges from the top of t
section and you may see tui, kereru, fantail, balti
kingfisher along the way.

We will leave the Police Station at 8.30am.

A great opportunity to hit the slopes with other
members hih young and old. Please dall more
details.

Rimutaka Incline - Mountain biking

18 July MTB
Tim Swale 06 376 65¢
The Rimutaka incline once provided a rail link be
the Wairarapa and Wellington and was quite uni
the way that railway carriages were hauled up
from Cross Creek Station near Featherston t
Summit. Trains no longer use this routdtlmaw make
for a great bike ride with several tunnels and inter
signs. It is approximately 18km between Cross Cre
Kaitoke all of which is ridable (no more than gre
apart from a short section at Siberia Gully.

Last year we had two greujiding in opposite directic
with cars returned to the Cross Creek end afterw:
return trip from the Cross Creek end is also a pos:
We can make a plan once we know who is coming

Wednesday Trampers

Wednesday Trampers

7 July

Pauline Hall

Please call for more details

Thursday Trampers

8 July

John Thornley

Please call for more details

Wednesday Trampers

14 July

Bev Akers

Please call for more details

Thursday Trampers

15 Jwy

Bryan Evans

Please call for more details

Easy/Medium
06329 770

Medium
06 356 96¢

Easy/Medium
06 325 881

Medium
06 323 761

21 July Easy/Medium
Ivan Alve 06 356 31~
Please call for more details

Thursday Trampers

22 July Medium
Jill Spencer 06 329 87:
Please call for more detail

Snowcraft

24-25 July All
Brian Webster 06 357 01¢

Please call for more details

Wednesday Trampers
28 July

Easy/Medium

Rita & Arthur Hodson 06 323 54¢
Please call for more details

Thursday Trampers

29 July Medium
Keith Fisher 06 357 172

Please call for more details
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Rangi Hut

31 Julyl Aug Easy
Christine Scott 06 354 051C
This is a 8 hour walk into the 13 bunk Rangiwa
Hut in the western Ruahines. A short, steepigd :
minute deour track around an active slip is the ¢
section of track that is not uniformly graded. -
detour comes out just before a picturesque ar
wooden bridge crossing a deep ravine of
Mangahuia Stream. A slightly steeper grade
here, the track bBds up through smaller shr
species past a pretty waterfall to reach Rangi
Hut.

We will leave around lunch time, spend the nig
the hut with hopefully snow around us and retur
the carpark in the morning

Pelorus River (Richmond Range)

22-250ctober Medium/Fit
Adam Matich 063592796
At the moment | intend this trip to include Di
Mountain (which is not in the forest park) and
Pelorus River, starting and finishing at Maitai Da
behind Nelson. A figureight route should take
through Rush Pool, Dew Lakes, Dun Mount
RocksBrowning, Roebuck, and Middy Huts.

There is going to be at least one long d:¢
here so we will be picking up the Ferry late Fi
afternoon to enable an asdicially early start o
Saturday morning, and we will make it bacl
Palmerston North quitate on Monday night (but
will be Monday and not Tuesday). Some of the
only sleep six people, and so we all need t
prepared to sleep out.

Now it is entirely possible for a medium i
to be done, from the Maitai Dam reawd through
to Mt Richnond Road, as well should anyone wis
organise it. The medidih party can retrieve ther
on their way back to Picton. At the moment, if
have enough numbers to take the van then tran
should cost around $270. But as time goes on ar
cheap fareget taken, this price will increase.

I need to confirm the number of peog
coming before the 25th of June, because this i
date on which | will be booking the transport i
Friday night's accommodation in the hopes
avoiding a massive price hike.

Photo: Adam Matich | Wellington Zoo | 2 May 2010

Wellington Zoo

2 May

By Adam Matich

Fortunately for us the zoo has a cafe and so we had a
needed morning tea upon arrival, which kept us going
our late lunch (2:30 p.m.) just before we headed back
again. Someonsiderable effort has been made at the z(
create an animal friendly environment and so the ar
aren't in bare concrete boxes. Because of this it wasn't
visitor friendly, it sometimes being necessary to hang &
for a while until the irdbitants appeared from behind 1
vegetation in their enclosures. The spider monkeys live
island surrounded by a moat and seemed quite happy
on a show. The metre high fence was only there to ke
out, as the monkeys don't swim, so thereawasch more
open feel to their enclosure. The baboons and chimpe
were much more securely housed, the latter being cons
to be the most dangerous animals in the zoo. Given
close relationship to humans (98% genetic similarity) it
surpising that they can behave badly at times.

True carnivores were also well confined, which
just as well, as the Sumatran tiger looked rather restle
the lionesses seemed overly interested in the young cl
Other animals were more approachathiere was giraffi
feeding time and apparently it is also possible to actuall
the cheetahs (bookings required). Some of the enclosure
also quite small and so viewing their inhabitants was
easy, viz. the otters and the meercats.

But pertaps the most unexpectedly accessible an
were the kiwi, in their darkened enclosure. Once the
children had left and we hung around in the quite for ¢
minutes, they showed themselves. Their enclosure is
dim red light, and so it is podsilio spot them rooting
around in the undergrowth. At times thaye only a coupl
of feet away from us on the other side of another -mgtre
fence and didn't seem to notice our presdhgmu were
quick enough you could reach over and pick oneusip
before the zoo keepers boot you out the front gate.

We managed to drag the day out for over four hi
partly because we were trying to take photos and the a
didn't always seem disposed towards posing for us. Sorr
downtright belligerent. M ostrich kept pecking at the wire
the hopes that there might be an eye or a finger close €
to damage and a bwmpered brolga crane made a suc
savage lunge through the wire to discourage our effc
photography. Comforted to see that arsingah behave ¢
rudely as we often do, we headed back home feeling
justified in their being kept behind bars. We were how
saddened that some humans are not required to benefi
temporarily spending time in their enclosures with them.
We weréAmy Overington, Jean Garman and Adam Matic
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Herepai Hut

5 May

By Anne Rush

Perfect weatherwindless and cloudless for 23 peef
1 bus load and three cars verduoait. How does one
keep23 people safe and in cheBk?advance group we
formed and a leader appointédey intended to bypa:s
the hut forlunch and eat it higher uphe second grouj
raced off but fortunately the swingdbe slowed
everyone down and we were able to reform into a 1
group and te third for the tail enders. An excell
track.Dry in most places and well mark€lere is an
abundance of bird life to hear but not see.

Special thanks to bus driver Dawelldtdd and cai
providers Sue Pither and Linda Derbyshire

Joeds Hut

8-9 May

By Kim Fraser

It sounded like a promising trip, new territory and a
biv to visit. But then trip leader found out that the
had probably been removed in the last monthtesrd

trip | eader figured out
of year so came up with a big long list of reasons
she coul dnodt go. Not
werenod6t for the stubbor

insane people the trippetb | vy woul dndt
In the end 3 overnighters (Adam, Brian and Jean) nr
with 2 daytrippers (Jenny and Kim) at the hot bread
in Masterton. Greatly fortified they carried on t
journey. Jenny thought it would be better to fol
Adam to the road end so he got lost in Masterton
then took the longest route possible to the roade
that will teach Jenny. Underway about 10am we cl
our way up the hill, discussing all the many and \
recent document ate bite and wha
they have had done to them. Before we knew it we
at the first turn off to Cone hut so we said goodby
the daytrippers who carried on their merry way to (
high point while we droppetbwn to the hut for lunck
in the sun at thieandy outdoor table.

After lunch with the sun still shining we hea
into the river and proceeded up stream. We
expecting enormous boulders and deep green poo
that is pretty much what we got and it was great. |
really beautiful and théver bed was big enough tt
there were always good options round the tricky bit:
only one waist deep wade along the way. Not er
wetness to determine if Sponge Brian Chaff Short:
going to suffer more than the Budgie Smugglerrigo!
the Bikni Bottom TramperThat experiment will hav
to wait for a future river trip.

A little over 2 hours and many photos later the ne
of the river bed changed becoming flatter and v
and we soon spotted the slip that could be seer
photo of the biv. Moments later we found the clee
and a nice rectangular brown patch mgnkimere the
biv had been. There was ample camping in the
although most spots were only suitable for one pe
We set up camp, had a cuppa, took some ph
walked around a bit, thought of the day trippers
would still be walking and startedling tea. Dinnel
consumed it was time for a big long sleep. There
been the odd gust of wind blowing through the cle:
but come darkness it disappeared and it was dea
all night.

Morning dawned with a high overcast and
a breath of wincdand we packed up and headed
straight up the spur to the North heading for the P
ridge just before it intersects with Cone. The bust
open and friendly and part way up we got good \
of the NeitwWinchcome ridge and all the way rounc
Alpha. Unfortunately by the time we popped out ¢
the track cloud had formed and coalesced and
were no more views to be had. We checked oL
met mast on Cone before carrying on down the 1
back to the car and home via the ice cream shop.
that we know where to camp and a good escape
come summer there wild.l

Cone Hut to check out more of this beautiful v
river.

t K22Y WSIy DI N)-®May2010W2 S ¢
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Turakina Reserves

12 May

by Andrew Brodie

Twenty two Wednesday trampers met up outside the Argyle Hotel in Hunterville to start a trip through four
Bird Reserves at various points along the back road to Turakina. The first stop about 12 km from Huntervill
Lai r d o $hisiseaspested an the left hand side of the road and involves a bit of a climb up a hill and tF
to reach the reserve. This reserve containsnsagmificent examples of totara, rimu and kahikatea as well as ¢
of other vegetation. Unfortunatelyphurcrested cockatoos, which were introduced in the area in the 1900s, |
and pose a threat to many of the podocarp trees because they eat out the growing tips, strip bark and dig i
they roost on.

About another 6 km further along brought uSutherland MangRieserwdich is supposed to contain a
number of native birds including the bellbird, tui, grey warbler, North Island fantail, silvereye and NZ pigeor
fantails were plentiful as they followed you (if you were at the back of the group) looking for ineedits fttsee
other species. The next reserve on the lissutherland Turakina ReBeewaeb site said thaside the entrance
there was a small picnic area consisting of three old power cable reels and rustic benches. Rustic is a rath
description long neglected and overgrown would be better. We chose to have lunch about half way round
track instead. Near the end of the circuit we passed savieodlfood storage pits which have been found on tr
forested part of the nibrfacing cliff of this reserve. It is believed that Maori would use the food from the pits
supplies ran short in the winter. Our final stop wdscap h e r sThisi$tbe |eBst istdresting reserve with part
still recovering from the 20fddods which killed large areas of the forest. On the way home we past the site c
first Health Camp in NZ (marked with a plaque and a geocache beside the road) before stopping at Bulls f
coffee, ice creams etc and fuel for the van.

The® reserves are well worth a visit if you have not explored them before and the trip as a whole v
an interesting day for overseas visitors provided they enjoyed walking. Further information about thes
nearby reserves can be foundtgi://www.forestandbird.org.nz/whavedo/reserves It is great that the loci
branches of Forest and Bird are doing so much to preserve these valuable remnants of NZ forest so we
appreciation of what our countryside was once like. For keen geddaehnerare several new caches just place
you to find in these reserdeanother reason to visit them again.

Descending Toka
Photo: Ken Mercer | Shorts - Knights Trip | 23 May 2010


http://www.forestandbird.org.nz/what-we-do/reserves
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Turakina Beach

16 May

By Linda Campbell

In his article in the Wilderness Magazine dated January 2007 Ross No
about an old piano that had been left on top of a sand dune with an em
Beam bottle on top. Given that it was over three years ago and that the d
constantly on themove we were not sure if we would find anything of the |
but we were keen to try. A look at the map revealed another point of intel
wreck of the Fusilier, approx seven kilometres down the beach so we hop
we would also find both.

Tim, Holly and | set off south from the settlement of Koitiata. The
post there told us that early last century the Fusilier was out in the sec
1970s it was on shore and a site for visiting school groups. Since then
moving dunes and a clgamg coast line it is approx 1 kilometre inland.

We set off along the coast in soft sand and overcast conditions. v
visible sign of the piano anywhere in the distance we resorted to local kn
The first person approached said the piano wasngerlthere so a secol
opinion was sort. This was fruitful and we were directed to the spot. The n
his young son then rode along to ensure we got to the right place and th
enough, were the remains of the piano. We are certain we wouldveveund
it without help. Unfortunately we forgot to take a GPS so we were un:
record the exact location.

As we continued along the beach the look out tower at Santoft
clearly visible. Perhaps a good destination for another time! Bwyetheet
stopped for lunch the skies in front of us had cleared and the day wz
brighter. However after lunch when we turned to return to Koitiata we
dark, ominous clouds had formed and sure enough before long cool drop:
began to fall. Awe walked back we were lucky enough to spot what lookec
a seal floating in the surf. After watching it for a while we headed slightl
where there are tracks in the forest. We found these tracks provided a lit
shelter from the rain thaime beach did.

It is a lovely walk with lots of drift wood, lovely colours, lots of birds, the €
and a stream to cross.

If you are looking for a beach walk it is one we can recommend.

Photos: Linda Campbell | Turakina Beach | 16 May 2010

Otaki Forks

19 May

By John Ridge

A party of 21 assembledsi over
the bridge south of the Otal
township and headed in conv
along the Otaki Gorge Road to t
Forks Carpark. The weather w
good, fine and no windwe were
prepared for a pleasant day
tramping.

Ken Rush and John Hur
led a group of eight @everal track:
in this area of the Tararua For
Park. They decided to do the Arc
Loop first, have morning te
followed by the Fenceline Loo
This walk proved to be mor
interesting as it passes throt
attractive regenerated forest ¢
there are gabviews of the valley
After lunch the group attempted tl
Waiotauru River Walk but had
turn back becausef slips/washc
made it too difficult to continue.

During the day this grou
met a number of other trampers !
the track including a large sch
group and members of th
Wanganui T.C. someknown to c
members. They were delighted
renew the acquaintance.

Thirteen of the group set o
for Field Hut. This walk is mainly
climb but there are easy stretct
The total ascent would be 70800
metres. Once the bush is react
after the zig zag pathway the w
becomes more enjoyable, with ple
of birds and occasional viev
However as we got higher m
rolled in and together with tr
drizzle this caused limited visibility

The walk was enjoyéy all
participants, everyone findi
something of interest to please the
On returning to the carpark our tw
groups relaxed and exchanged t
experiences which continued witl
coffee and cake break at t
Museum Cafe close to Shannon.

Thanks to Ilva and Bev, our
drivers for the day; also to those w
brought their own cars.
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Wellington Skyline (Part 2)
23 May
By Dave Newstead

For those who were part of the September trip, ot
read about it (PartdadoJi m and Ot h
2009 Newsletter): Why another Wellington Sk
trip so soon? Because 1) of my desperation for ai
trip with lots of badveather options, and basa 2)
Linda, sitting next t o
Readers may remember that in September
tortuously elaborate timing, we chanced to mee
(Gordon) a Club member from long ago still
associate. This time Jim was the first to sidriratg
and | being already committed, in fact Jim was
only one to sign on. Jim would meet us at Caf
Parc in Khandallah (where we chanced to me
September) for a final planning and logistics me
(and cuppa). So this time we started off mvitbh
better |l ogi stic organi
Wellington, would pick us up at the end and brin
back to where wedod | e
having decided to have a day in Wellington, dro
down.

Duly arrived at the Woodmancd®e car
park, | checked the Café and found Jim and his
Jenny, while Linda and Leslie accosted a lone

being dropped off by |
0No, |l dm Phil . 6 was t|
pl an on Phil s p ar tnial

foursome. (This could be hataitming, these chanc
pickups in Wellington!) After a cosy cuppa Le
dropped us off at Old Coach Rd, which is in Nc
Johnsonville and is the Northern end of the Sk
Track (10:10 am).

The weather, true to foest, was overca:
with a fresh Northerly
dayo said the forecast
off we go over grassy farmland past other Nortt
entrances from the town, Carmichael St
McLintock St, on about ¥ mile toetfirst view point,
to the Westd Makara Beach (Ohariu Bay) nes
between the hifipurs under a sombre wintery s
Ten minutes more and we have our first sight o
Kauka, to SE, with its transmitter mast half hidde
the cloud.

The track is wefbrmed and two abrea
most of the way making for jolly wayfaring for
party of four. As we go, we find that this is par
Phi | &up fobawconing trip. In a couple of wee
he retires from the public service and is off fedayc
trip in New Gunea, the Kokoda Trail; up and do\
through steep riveralleys, over 4000 m, always
from rain and rivers: then, straight after, to
Himalayas! So, back in Wellingdahree quarters o
an hour further sidling and climbing, with occasi
glimpse®f town and harbour, we reach Mt Kaukat

Along the way Jim diverts us round a hillock to look dow
an old waterworks installation, liclcermered concrete wal
and ancient pipework, cast iron in ornate Victorian style.

The Mt Kaukau mast is now only one third vis
below the cloud, but the way ahead is clear, and we
familiar ground (this being where we started in Septe
Part 1) . From her e o&ovall nostlp
down hill. Under the cldbase, we have magnificent vie
to NW across Cook Strait, to Tory Channel entrance
Brothers by the head of Queen Charlotte Sound,
Jackson, its Northern head, where Mikhail Lehrment
came to grief, and D?o Uejusi
under the horizon. One p.m., tucked into a corner out o
wind, somewhere above Otari Botanic Baltknch. From
there, looking SE to the Mirimar Peninsular , we see th
car carrier, noted earlier out in the Strait on its way in
the Stait, has met the pilot boat we saw leaving harboul
is now entering the heads:s
on a formed road, past J
exitted last timé Part 1) past an old pine plantation, skir
the backs of Kari houses.

A pause along the way, Jim indicates a long ric
the South (running from the Karori Sanctuary to He
Val l ey, | think); ONext 1
long after we meet the Makara®Qdo ur ney d s ¢
on the trail) Transport stage 1 arrives within minutes in
form of Lindads son Robin
he is only 5 min walk from home, and we go off to me
connect with Transport stage 2, Leslie at the Café du
where Jenny collects Jind éime rest of us have an obligat
cuppa before Linda says good bye to Robin and |
(shortly Il eaving to |ive
PN, arriving comfortably at dusk.

(Advt. rom DN And t her eds |

round Wellington: idé for the Wednesday Group, by train

Inner Harbour from above Ngaio. From L: Phil, Jim & Linda
Photo: Dave Newstead | Wellington Skyline | 23 May 2010
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Shorts-Knights

23 May

By Mary Mercer

After a lovely drivaup the Orua Valley through lots of glistening gi
paddocks, past Sixtus Lodge to the road end, three of us set off on a
day watched by lots of very interested cattle. The Makiekie Stream -
was relatively easy to cross and we soon wamasdwe climbed up into tt
bush on Shorts track. Our passage prompted the occasional bird to bt
song and Nicola impressed Ken and me by her ability to name the cho
took us two hours to reach the bush line and as we walked up thHe t
covered ridge, we encountered an icy cold breeze. Nonetheless

fantastic views of the sn@avered Mts Ruapehu and Ngaruhoe, and, fu
on, Taranaki. Since Nicola had seen very little when she done the san
reverse with the PNTMC two Wkseearlier, we all appreciated our g
fortune. After Oosummitingdé on T

and then headed down, down, down the Knights Track to the Makiekie
for a more leisurely afternoon tea and the final stroll baakdarit6.5 hour:
after we started.

Makahika Track

27 May

By Royce Mills

In spite of the "weather bomb" passing over the country in the precedin
20 optimistic trampers signed up to do the Makahika track. We were fc
to have a good daycool,overcast and calm, and rain held off until just
end of the walk. In spite of some concerns, the roads and streams were
and the track was in a good state. Bev drove the van up the Mangat
(much appreciated thanks Bev) and two cars heetthedMakahika endwve

swapped car keys when we met in the middle. For many of us this was
time right through the track in one go. The leader also achieved her
finding the final stage of a nugitage geocache that she had started &
earlier when doing the Burn hut circuit. The reward was finding a fe
"pirate treasure chest". Thanks to all the drivers for making this go
possible.
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Toilet Queue
Photo: Royce Mills | Tarn Biv | 20 May 2010

Kapakapanui
30 May
By Hugh Wilde

Seven of us left Palmerston Noi
in the minibus with the intention «
tramping around the Kapakapat
circuit. By 09:00 we were walki
along the track towards the stre¢
it had been raining the night befc
with heavy rain in Wellington b
lesser on th Kapiti Coast, the
stream was up just slightly k
crossing was still easy. As
weather was uncertain, althot
improving, we still decided to ¢
the circuit clockwise as the
would provide shelter for an ea
lunch.

It took a little short of
three hours to reach the hut ai
after a quick lunch set off for tt
top. It wasnot
quite cold so we had put on o
woolly hats, gloves and longjofr
in preparation for the shol
distance of tops travel out of tt
bush.

Above the hut it wasery
wet underfoot, with deep puddl
on the track.
say that these conditions are prt
typical for the Kapakapanui track
winter. About 20 minutes above t
hut our party spilt into two group
five going on to complete tr
roundtrip and two opting to retur
the way we had come. By 3:45
were all back at the road end w
only a fifteen minute gap betwe
the arrival of the two parties, a
were back in Palmerston North
5:30 PM. The most remarkat
feature of the trip to mewas
meeting thirteen others on the tre
o | donodt reca
anybody else during our previc
trips there.

The participants were: Je
Maren, Kathy, Mary & Ken, Nact
and Hugh.



Club Information

Annual Hut Passes

Buy your Annual Hut Pass through DoC. The full p
of an Annual Hut Pass is $90 but is reduced to $63
your Federated Mountain Club (FMC) card discount.

Garman will provide you with a form to fill in which \
be sent off with your cheque aAdC card (if you haw
one) to DoC Waikanae who will post you an Annual
Pass. Note that MTSC family memberships only pa
FMC sub so only one FMC card (and therefore disct
is available per family. Contact Jean

jeanandivan@value.netanzphone (06) 354 3536.

Accommodation at the MTSC lodge on
Mount Ruapehu

The lodge is close to Iwikau Village, has mains p
heating, hot showers and is well stocked with f
Members and their guests are wmedco(Lodge phone
number is (07) 892 3860).

Lodge bookings should be emailed to Liz and F
Wilde lodge.bookings@mtsc.org.nif for some reasor
you cannot email, please phone 06 356 9450. To c¢
your booking, payment must be made in advanc
cheque, or cash (in person) to 179 Cook St, Palme

North 4410. Internet payment is not available for Ic
fees.
Members Guests
Adult $25 $38
Secondary School $22 $35
Primary School $19 $30
Preschool (% yo) $10 $10

Booking and use of the MTSC
Transit Van

The normatun-of-the-mill things you need to do if usir
the Transit Van are:

1. Book preferably by Thuwtay, and certainly no later
than 6 pm Friday.

2. Cancel bookings by these times so others needing
van have time to amend travel arrangements.

3. A fly should be carried on every tramp, there is al
one in the passenger door of the club van and the
available from the Gear Custodian at no chEingee is a
Personal Locat@eacon, in the glove box,for
peopleusing the van to take with them.

Trip leaders and those planning trips should use this
asset. Adam Matich is our minibus custodian and h
be contacted at (06) 359 2796 or at work (06) 953 76

Club Equipment

We have two personal locator beacons (PLB), packs, 2
person tents, flgheets, snow mats, sleeping bag covel
cookers, size 8 and 9 boots, bhillies, two bivvy bags ar
big tent flies. Ice axes, crampons, and helmets ar
available. Food Dehydrator: ideal for drying large and
quantities of fruit, vegetables, and meat for tramping
Easy to use, works well, and is available for hire fror
Gear Custodian. Hire cost for members, $1 per da
charge for PLB). dhtact the Gear Custodian: Pe
Rawlins on (06) 356 7443.

Articles for the newsletter

Send by theend of each month to Wiang Chua ai
editor@mtsc.org.nz Pl ease cont ac
receive your newsletter by email only. Send chan(
address to the Membership Secretary at P.O. Box
Palmerston North or emailembership@mtsc.org.nz

Club website | www.mtsc.org.nz

This includes a list of contact details and a club
address. The club webpage is maintained by Hc
Nicholson and is kindly hosted by InSPire Net.

People to Contact

If you would like to contact the club with general inqui
please drop a line to MTSC, P.OoxB 245, Palmersto
North and it will reach the appropriate person. If you \
a particular topic discussed at Committee meetings, tt
good way to go about it
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