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Upcoming club nights
Hlectronics for the outdoors+Christmas

7.30 pm, 1st Tuesdays of the month at the RSA, Palmerston North, 200 Broadway Avenue

4th November - Electronics for the outdoors ~

Hugh Wilde andd?er Revlins will be talking about electronic Oaids' in tramping, viz.
GPS RLBs mountain radigsole of cell phonessatellite phones (piee), and nyde a
new realtime tr&amg device that's ngét on the mask. These sds of devices are

not only geat as aiddut some othem are essentials for outdoor safety and can be
hired so arebout of read.

2nd December - Dinner and prizegiving
We intend to cap ofthe year with a dinner and prggeng eening at the RSACosts
times and aangments will be detailed in the next newsletter due outemiNer
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Items for the newsletter

Thanks to all members for emailing your items in promptly. Please note that the email
address for submission is mtsc.editor@xtra.co.nz. Photos are most welcome and
should be sent as a jpeg (.jpg), the higher the resolution the better for me, along with
details of the date, location, photographer a title or caption. ltems are due in by the end
of each month.
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President’s Report

by Howard Nicholson

email mtsc.president@xtra.co.nz or phone (06) 357 6325

Seweral committee anegeral membersveavworked through our options ragling insurance for the led@here are
few companies willing to &a&n the risk of lodg on a vlcang and hence premiums are usually disgiopately high.
Ruapehu Mountain Clubs Association, kvigaresents the interestslofige avners at Rapehu, ha created an
insurance $eme that includes a ragefund for pging out smaller claipend policies underwritten imajor insurers
should a laey or catastrophic ent occurWe hae naw joined this s'eme allaving the lodg to be insured for it
replacementalue rather than the ptéal (indemnity)alue ofour previous polic§or comparableost. | thank the
committee and other interested club members for their irgruhe past few months

Our next task is to review a proposed increase @llodgse costecently put forard ty DoC Alsqg please put some
thought into joining aavk paty over the summer month®lease contact a committee membgwufwould like to be
involved in these topics

Our club nights are moheld on the firstesdg of eath month at the RSAGenerallythese nights will be held in the
conference room at the Broagivdverue end ofthe building, but occasionally will need to be in another arethé
room has been boe#t ly another goup in adence This has happened for oupfanber and October meetings

| am sure thatogu will find many interesting destinations listed on the new trip ltanés Bajin to the leaders for
putting yur names forard to lead the tripand I look fonard to reading about them in upcoming newsldttess
pleasing to hear thateevthough some membersymat gt out as often as they usedhiey still gt a ki out of
reading about the exploitsathers in the club

Have fun out there!

Chief Guide’s Report ovemight. Moning skiing is best on theopgmed trails
by Bev Akers while in the afteroon one can enjdhe whole mountain
email bev.akers@xtra.co.nz or phone (06) 325 8879 and the gloriouseatherMale the most oft!

By naw, you all should ha the new #low Trip Card. A
very big thankgqu goes out to all ofou willing to lead a
trip. What would ve do without gu guysThere are some  Club Photo Competition

new and epiting trips ahead for us aller thissummer Contributed by Howard Nicholson

If any one has any helpful hints or comments orehe W  These are the resultstbe club photo competition held
we present the card , please feel free to let me kno on Setember 2nd. Aese entriesemt forvard to the
There's aleys room for impreement. Interclub photo competition hosteg KIUAC on

So here ges -ooking forvard to a wnderful summer September 22nd. e results ofhat competition will
tramping appear in the next newslett@ongatulations to all

winners and for the aagisers

Interclub Quiz Night

Contributed by Howard Nicholson Section | Photo Photographer
This is adance vaming that RTMC is hosting the Alpine (1) Kawekas Kim Dowson
Interclub Quiz on Tursdg the 9th ofOctober Qualers (2) Ngauruhoe Richard Lander
Hall, 227 CollegStreet. It will be an 8.00 pmtst&tar (3) Egmont Christine Scott
shapening gur brain cells ok Natural (1) Fungi Jean Garman
History (2) Tui Richard Lander

(3=) Kea Jean Garman
Snow Stuff (3=) Mountain daises Kim Dowson
by Ken Mercer ) Overseas | (1) Portarro dEspot, Pyrenees | Royce Mills
mountain contours leled. All the little halfipe gullies B (3) Grey Squirrel, Yosemite Richard Lander
gone! ) — :

Actually igCbeen ety nice to be able to ski acrosseidg Scenic 8% g”l“'tang' /Fi'dCha“R/lLat.”%H
without dodging rda However this wintes®nasse (3=) %aenngroama Jeaaanaram';n
snawv le\el has caused a few probleni®AL hae had a (3=) Lake Howden Richard Lander
number ofroofs collapse ande@s/had to dig den to
the doors and clear smérom the roofof our lodg:. Topical g% lGatrK Jpeiﬂege Alhdefsen
Skiing to the lodgis sometimes halleng D finding the n e snow . eter hawlins
door is not something &had to contend with before! (3) Routeburn track guides | Richard Lander

We naw have spring conditions whigenerally means
the snav gets nusly in the aftaroon and freezes


mailto:mtsc.president@xtra.co.nz
mailto:mtsc.president@xtra.co.nz
mailto:mtsc.president@xtra.co.nz
mailto:mtsc.president@xtra.co.nz

BEECHL FAVES

Upcoming trips

TRIP GRADING

The times listed below include tramping, rest and meal stops. In assessing the trip times and grades, terrain, weather and party
fitness (a party is as fast as its slowest member) must be considered. As these factors will never repeat themselves, times are
only estimates. Contact the trip leader if you are unsure about trip gradings for a specific trip.

ALL All welcome

EASY 4 hours per day, pace slower than Easy/Med. Does not relate to terrain.
EASY/MEDIUM 5 hours per day at a pace slower than medium.

MEDIUM 7 hours per day at a standard walking pace.

MEDIUM/FIT 8 hours per day at a pace faster than medium.

FIT Over 8 hours per day at a pace faster than medium/fit.

TECHNICAL Qualifying requirements to be announced by the trip organiser.

Kaiparoro Crossing
12 October Medium/Technical
Adam Matich 359 2796

This trip irvolves tvo sgoarate road ends and will require
somecarshufiing We will leave onevehicleatthe endof
Kaiparoro Rd, a few ksouth of Eketahuna, and dd
round to Ritara Rd, viz. Hepai Hut road end, to star
our trampWe will head up the tilato Hergoai and
Roaring Stag Hutét the intersectionevumn left

towards Raring Stagnd after 1.5 knmeer left offthe

main trak onto and old tr&csystem that tak us

Wharite Peak
19 October Easy/Medium
Tim Swale (06) 376 6556

We will lege from the Coppenine Creek road end and
head up to the transmittemter for lund. The trak is

ste@ but vas recut by DOC a couple ofears b&cso is
now a god valk relatiely close to homé&he retun trip
takes about 4.5 hours but ang vanting to walk just one
way could arange to meet aehicle at the top as there is a
relatiely good road up to the teer from Vodville

to bump 713. Wthen head SE through a little saddle and Wednesday Trampers

curve around to the NE through bump 858 and then 835. 22 October

We hae travelled this section dhe route before so it

shouldn't be too difficult, although the necessity for routePhone for more details

finding really doawale the trip "Bdnical”. here
appears to be a contance ofhe old trak or trail from
835, east to 815 and presumably ultimatelgipaibro
peak, whic is then properly trieed davn to Kaiparoro
Road. V¢ intend to find out ithis is the casé may be
‘entetaining’, or it mabe a breezBut ewen if it is
unpleasarnit will cetainly be something new aneegi
that we live in the best oéll possible arlds it is sure to
work out for the best! @n the uncéainties imolved, |
would expect it to be ahbur dg.

Wednesday Trampers

15 October Easy/Medium
Patsy Inkpen 323 8030
Phone for more details

Thursday Trampers

16 October Easy/Medium
Graham Pritchard 357 1393
Phone for more details

Dundas Loop

18-19 October Medium/Fit
Jean Garman 354 3536

Depending on the @ather and who is interested this
could either be a trip from the Herapaaé&end or from
the Manghao Rad end. So anything from ksvith
lots of ups and dens to crashing through unked
bush and leatheowd. Lewing early Saturdanoning
and bak some time on Sundaftenoon/evening/night.

Easy/Medium
Margaret Gillingham 326 8812
Thursday Trampers
23 October Easy/Medium
Rose Strahan 328 9861
Phone for more details
Ureweras
24-27 October (Labour Weekend) Medium/Fit
Mark Learmonth 355 9143

We intend doing a loop in the Aaniwa Area ofthe
park possibly camping at the road eidhFnight,
visiting Hanamabhihi, lgeramai, 8kuua, Bwhiwhi and
Waikare unction HutsExpect to be tramping for long
hours (not necesgdnard tramping).

Wednesday Trampers

29 October Easy/Medium
Bernard Cobb 328 8088
Phone for more details

Thursday Trampers

30 October Easy/Medium
Carolyn Brodie 358 6576
Phone for more details

Elder Hut

1-2 November Medium
Kim Dowson 355 5496

Phone for more details
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Herepai Hut

Tunupo Peak

2 November Easy/Medium
John Doolan (027) 446 8740
Phone for more details

Wednesday Trampers

5 November Easy/Medium
Margaret Foote 357 8003
Phone for more details

Thursday Trampers

6 November Easy/Medium
Harry & Chris Allardice 323 4390
Phone for more details

Waterfall Hut

8-9 November Medium/Fit
Adam Matich 359 2976

This trip will starfrom where the Sunrise Hut road end
drops into the \Wipava Rver. We will crosseer the wer
and mak our vey across or around therfdand tevards
Middle Stream.He intention is to then tral all the \ay

up Middle Stream an up onto the tops somewhere just
south of Rangioteatua, headswthrough 1673 and drop

down the big slip into Rangi Creelorf there it is a
shott loop around to \Aterfall Hut. Dpending upon
circumstanceshe next dawe will lege nice and early

and head up either BeakRidg or Waterfall Creek, cross

NE to 1715, and then head SEvdahe spur to Smith
Stream Hut. i©m the hut w will drop into the stream to
the east and head tioup that stream untileacan pic

up the trak that climbs up onto the tops and heads in a

northerly direction all theawbak to the carBe
prepared to camp out Waterfall Hut is full as the
weather is bound to Y attracted lots afther people
out into the hills!

Longview Hut
9 November Easy/Medium
Tim Swale (06) 376 6556

This walk in the EastarRuahines is an easgyvof

getting the geat views that come from being\abihe
bushlineThe starris at the end oKashmir Rad whib
gains a lot oheight before thealk een stats. It is then
a steady climb up to Longview Hut whezecan hee
lundh before returing either the sameynor via a detour
along the ridg

Wednesday Trampers

12 November Easy/Medium
Mona Webb 323 4212
Phone for more details

Thursday Trampers

13 November Easy/Medium
Ann Green (06) 374 5208
Phone for more details

Roaring Stag Hut

15-16 November Easy/Medium
Alla Seleyznova 355 0862

Phone for more details

16 November Medium
Glen Pendergrast 356 7487
Phone for more details

Wednesday Trampers

19 November Easy/Medium
Bev Akers 325 8879
Phone for more details

Thursday Trampers

20 November Easy/Medium
Stuart Malcolm 358 3409
Phone for more details

Jumbo - Aircraft wreck

22-23 November Medium/Fit
Royce Mills 358 4398

IO had one previous attempt to heids popular
tramping destination, but had tontlva& to Jimbo hut
because obad veather

The plan is to dré to the Holdsarth Road end on the
Friday exening (21 Ne) and head directly up todbo
hut in the maning, and on to hunt @ the aircraft
wrek. After stging vemight at Umbq if the weather
pemits we can complete the circuit out via Holargw

Totara Flats

22-23 November Easy/Medium
Jenny McCarthy (06) 376 8838
Phone for more details

Blue Range Hut

23 November Easy/Medium
David Newstead (027) 457 6175
Phone for more details

Wednesday Trampers

26 November Easy/Medium
Marion Beadle 323 3246
Phone for more details

Thursday Trampers

27 November Easy/Medium
John Hunt 324 0339
Phone for more details

Ngaawapurua Hut

28-30 November Medium
Gary Bevins 325 8879

Have experienced teical difficulties relating to this
destination. Ithe proposed hut does noeatuatethe
altenative will be Cameron Hut. Will beviesy IN
Friday aftemoon and camp at the road end.

Ruapehu
30 November Easy/Medium
Don McDonald 357 0222

Phone for more details
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Thursday Trampers at Arawaru Trig on a fine day!
(Thursday Trampers | 25 September 2008).
Photo: Keith Fisher

by Tony Evans
Originally planned for the 16th and 17th but postponed
for two weeks in the hope difetter veather and our lkc
was in, w left Rlny a little after 7.30 am and headed for
Caterton where w successfully locatedoad balkery for
a satisfying breakfast/nrming tea although some missed
out on their coffee becauseafocal pwer cut. On to
Waiohine Gorg Road End and with a slightly different
plan to that in the trip previeveweaded up the tkac
towards Cone Hut untileweabed high point .682, from
there ve follaved an old tracalong the ridgsouth to
Reees at .899, and thermdothe Mount Bees Tad to
Tutuwai Hut beside thealiheranikau #®r. Early enough
at the hut to relax for a while andveoge sufficient
dryish firewaod to light the fire spent a comftable
night.

In spite ofonly haing a shdrwalk on Sundawe gt
up early and itas a little too cold to sit around s w
were on the tr&cbefore 8 am, with sunshine just a few
yards way across thever the trak styed in the shade
and ve reabed Cone Hut in a sanisingly shdrtime,
after a shdrbreak v caried on up to .682 wherewad
left the trak the d& before Warm nowv we had a more

leisurely stop before conting out to the car and then to
the shop ofenomous icesreams on the Masten

bypass and @ving bak in Ralny by aftenoon tea time
We were Sandradwland, Mark Leamonth, Adam

Matich and Bny Exans

by Bev Akers

DoC have cetainly been busy with tree clearing on this
tradk since the stam - Wonderful, thanks Do@ hey hae
done a lot ofchainsa work, aghere ceaainly vas a lot

of big beel trees dan. Mainly around one areatbé
trak. This tra& is nav in \very good order and shc
aclean, tidy hut with aent view (18 trampers).

by Royce Mills

We enjgyed a mild, calm ygéor this tramp A few headed
above the hut for better viewsut most bose to staand
relax in the sun on thenandah after luhc A reasonable
amount ofsnav was still visible on the tophere vere

15 in the goup
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by Peter Rawlins

Everything came tagher for this
trip, the veatherthe peoplethe
snaw, eerything We hae had
many fantastic ski ldguhoe trips
in the past and this one rates right
up there with the best.hifteen
people tried toqt into the 12 seat _ -
mini bus (the leadeawnegrwery e 4 2 T
good at maths). Ewntually w
got it soted out (thanksdb) and
headed ofto Man@tegopo hut
for the night. Tie next maning
was a mix ofmist and clear
patthes and @/ were all soon
heading up thealley taards the Wednesday Trampers outside Purity Hut
saddle (Purity Hut Trip | 3 August 2008).

Once ypu et to the head ahe
valley the new trla¢o the saddle
leads offto your extreme right.
When there is no snait is probably really wious but with the amount asnav around estybody missed it and just
stated to maktheir ovn way up &an, Brian and Adanere intending to camp in NbrCrater for the night so they
headed ofin a different direction once\gt to the saddle

The veather ws clear and hot as stated heading up Ngiuhoe We had three climbers andesepeople who
intended to ski the mountain. Some tried to skin up the firsf phe mountain but it as®too long before a/were all
climbing with ice @s and crampondhe mist came ancewt a bit as evheaded up but that only added to the sense of
mystey. We were at the top for luhcand a bit ofa valk around. fien it vas all davnhill. The purists will telloy that
you need to stawith your ski tails hanginger the edg of the crater but this is alyg easier said than dorfgut
eweryone did starfrom the top The first pal, skiing dan into the old crater is not too bachem pu hae to come out
onto the face anawy realise that it is about 700 nwddo the saddlel alvays find this adds to the thrill and iady
incentve to gt those turs right.

Lots of OyahooingO fe#d as w worked our
way ba& down to the saddleYou might think
that it only ta&s a few mintes and it probably
would if you pushed it. But after taking 4 hours
to get there it alays pas to seor the moment
and tak some photos on theywdavn. Hawie
tried to tak a Ohelmet camO record but
unfortunately it did@work very well. Once at
the saddle svretrieed our tramping boots and
managd to ski right b&do the alley foor and
past the toiletsvith only a couple afccasions
where & had to tad off our skis Rob had
obviously been atcing too many Afren Miller
maovies where they jump dérg cliffs into dee
powder. | did hae to point out to Bb that
although I thought heas a god skierthe 70m
cliff he vas heading for di@have \ery much
dee ponder at the bottom.

The valk bak to the hut in the afteoon sun
was ery pleasant with eyybody feeling likthey
had expended some enerli may seem a little
stran@ to spend the wholeydtor only one ski
run, but what aun. E\eryone vas buzzingwer
dinner and wineSundsg sav the team saddle up
for an attempt atangarira We climbed up the
ridge behind the hut that leads past soda springs
and up onto dngaariro itself Once w reabed
Adam and Brian on a snow pole the snay, crampons and skingre the order of
(Tongariro Trip | 6 September 2008) the dg It was a really climb with a cool breeze
Photo: Jean Garman to stop us etting werheated. Wmet the three

Photo: Margaret Gillingham
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campers on theayw down: they had a fantastic night with  ridge The lakes vere non spectacular being mostly

great views in the maing The snav was in perfect
condition and four ofis managg to skin all theay up
to the summit. Ae ski un dovn into the south crater
looked \ery inviting but ve decided ewould gt a longr
run heading b&adhe vay we had comeChris andosh
went round to red crater and baown the main trdc
while the rest ofis skied andalked bak to the hut. All
in all a memorableawlend. hanks to Bb Ringle
Howie Nidolson, Ken and Mar Mercerlvan Rienks
Jean Gaman, Brian \&bster Greg Dobson,03h Spenser
JmesAdam Matie and Chris Mercer

covered in s We headedwer to Blue La&kwhid
turned out to bel&t white and bem suffering
menopausal symptom®ne mimte it vas calm and hot
then the cloud suld come in and a breezekpip and it
would be cold then the winduld drop and the sun
come bacout and the hotdshes wuld be bdc One
occasion it siweed -great fuffy flakes whib appeared to
be falling out othe clear blue gk

We climbed up ontod®opaung and headed do the
ridge to the naih-east to hae a look at theelMari
craters then bldraked to the maindngariro Crossing

route whib was naev cosered in a million new footprints
before climbing up wards Noth Crater The snav was
soft and slughas Brian staumly plugied stes for us up

by Jean Garman

Three ofus taged along ond&erOski NgiuhoeO trip
Having no interest in either climbing and/or skiingrdo
Ngaumuhoe ve opted to g for a bit ofa walk around the
features offongariro and camp for the night in Nor
Crater Itwas a
beautiful star lit night
when ve pulled into
the Mangtepopo car
park and aery
pleasant stroll to the
unoccupied hut. hie
moming davned
somewhat misty but
with a promise of
buming off quite
quikly. It was a
leisurely staas the
skiers wanted the swo
to have softened for
their descent. &/
wandered up thealley
with team Nguuhoe;
totally missed the new
trakk whid tales a
more gntle route up to
South crater and
wandered up
somewhere beegen
the old trak and the
new trak. The cloud
was clearing and the
day looled promising
as ve bid team
Ngaumuhoe god bye

and headed officross
Climbing up the North Crater from the Tongariro Crossing

South craterThe odd
(Tongariro Trip | 6 September 2008)
snav pole has a couple EEensSralve e Ve

of indhes shwing
above the snw so |
challengd Brian and
Adamto demonstratéheir balancingkillsin the hopeof
a silly photo

As ve crested the first climb tedRCrater & s& a
million little ants (possibly some @eagtion) staing to
head across the craté&mowing ve had agod head star
on them w had an early Iumon the slopes @ to the
Emerald La&s and scuttled offefore they crested the

into the cloud and into the cratéx complete white out
made it agod time to mak use othe AdansdGFS We
crossed the crater to the crater within a crater as Adam
thought it might be aogd idea to camp within thiShe
GPS didiDlie and w walked straight to it but itag a bit

wiffy and ve could®
see the bottom and |
complained bitterly at
the thought ofhaving

to climb bak out in the
moming so e piked a
random fat spot
between this crater and
the southaesten wall
of the Noth crater

We soon had the tents
set upmelted lots of
snaw for water
munded davn dinner
and vere tuked up in
bed ly about 6.30 pm.
Nothing to do but
sle@.

When the sun hit the
tent in the maming and
the call ofthe bladder
exceed the suction of
the sleping bag &
emergd into a
sparkling blue gidy.

It was so stunningen
all leapt out obed
slapped on our boots
and vent for a pre-
breakie stroll taking in
all the sights othe
crater and beyd that
had been hidden the
day before It was
stunning! An hour
later ve were bak at the

tents for breakfast before headingtofthe summit of
Tongariro to meet up with team Alguhoe once more
We beat them there s@re heading dm the ridg

before ve bumped into them. Brian headed straight off
to the hut while Adam and | took a slightly éong
deviation stopping to obserthe few miates warth of
skiing action on the slopes abas We plged lizard
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basking on the r&s on the ridg abee the hut until the
others came bladown and then cded on davn the
ridge on an old and barely visiblekralt the &y ba to
the \ehicles Stunning eelend. e camperseve Brian
Webster Adam Matie and dan Gaman.

by Tony Evans

A brilliant clear and sunny Sundgomning and from the
capark at the beginning tiie Heritag Lodg Hut Tradk
snowv covered Rapehu, Nguiuhoe and aranaki ere
looking magnificent. ®\headed up to Heridfiodg to
look at the new hut andveaa break and then canals
and upwards the trak in good condition apafrom quite
a lot of windfall about .948 but cleaaigfuther up we

was mostly drin spite ofthe rainfall the previous few
days We enjged lunb in a sheltered spot at the top out
of a\ery cool wind.

Near the end athe tra& on our vy ba& one ofthe
group commented that they had expected to be quite
muddy ly the end othe d& given what they had heard
about the condition athe trak from someone who had
walled it the previouseelend. dst as the commenaw
made the speakgt their foot caught on a rootent
down and ended up vered in md! Eeryone else in the
paty, of coursegot to the end witheuy little nud on
them.

It was a popular gan the tracwith members on the
PNTMC also out for a &tk and one ofheir goup for a
ride We also met tavother paties on foot and three
people on a quad kikTo finish the dawe enjyed

proceeded at a leisurely pace and with still 200 m to climbftemoon tea at the kander CafZ at Maatinoka.

to the top v decided to ke a relaad lund in the sun
and admire the views before headinkg toeihe carMy
only companion on this tripaw on her first tramp in
New Zealand and coming from a cityl&fmillion
people was syprised that & hae all this so close to
Palmerston Nah, we were Liping anddny

by Pam Wilson
The majority wnt to Blue Ramghut, while sew took

Thanks to Tim Sale Lyn McCurdyAlan Cameron and
Sandra Bvlands for theirrgat company

(Okay. | admit it. It vas me who ended upveced in
mud, buised and with holes iryriegings!)

by Rose Strahan

Seenteen trampers headed through the Hopkins
paddoks in the Kwhatau salley (thanks to Tim and
Shane forehicle access along therféanewy) to Kelly

the leisurely stroll along the Miki Miki stream where thereKnight Tradk. Twelve trampers @&nt to Kelly Knight's hut

was nuch birdsong All enjyed @od conditions @ng
up, with only a slight haze at the. tdppost revarded
themselgs with lattes anegerous slices ahle at the
Mt. Bruce bird sanctuaon the homeard jouney
Thanks to Chris for diing the an, and Bev &udly for
taking cars

by Nigel and Jill Spencer

Ten Thursdg Trampers set offrom PN. heading for
LongviewOn the vay piked up one more at Dannewirk
The veather in the hills loel as though itag raining
Didn®©get all the &y up Kashmir Rad as on the last
ste@ bit up to the cgarkas the road had quite aplee
washout in it. Stopped beldt and valked the last bit of
the road to cgark and then on up the tkao the
Longview Hut.

We had some misty rain and occasionally the cloud
would roll in blotting out our viewReated the hut after
appra 2 hours whereanvhad an early luncSome then
headed on todrky Knob while others made theayw
bad down to the an. When all aved bak at the an
the hegens opened up and let it @l Got hangd
under the pine trees then into the awnd headed home
Velry enjyable da We were Nigel, Jill, dhn M¢ Ruth,
Graham, Ann, Carolynpfre bhn, Gillian & keith.

by Linda Campbell

Five of us entured out on aVely spring dafor a ery
pleasant alk up the Makairo traclt was a bit ofmuddy
in places and therere a fewa@pd puddles but the tlac

- for some it was a first visitand fie toiled up the
aerobicallghallenging but beautiful tkao the first ridg
above the leathemods on the &y to Wboden g A
semieircle ofsnavy tops blinkd bak at us from the east
on the main Rahine Rarggfor our lunbtime break and
the dg was fine

Tradk conditions wre suprising -Kelly Knight trakc
appeared not maintained after the junction waithd@h
Peg trak, rather rough and maw, although the new
detour @er the slip &s appreciated. By contrast thektrac
up to the tops as wide and easyuch slashing of
leathernwods and toe toe Wiag been donend new
bluetopped varatahs signing the tkac

Tony Evans and Mark Learmonth at Howletts Hut
(Howletts Hut Trip | 20-21 September 2008)
Photo: Royce Mills
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by Tony Evans
Having planned to do this trip on three previous
occasions and canceling becausieeofeather edictime
it was a case dburth time luky and a trip thatas vell
worth waiting for

At 9 am w parled the car at the foot difie last hill
before the Kashmir Rad capark and bemn our valk up
to the capark and on up the tlatowards Longview Hut
in clearcalm and sunnyaatherAn hour and a halater
we were at the junction where leftaalone to the
Longview Hut and right along the Bdgads to the
Daphne tra, we were @ing straight ahead across the
Pohangina Saddle and up to Otumore; this route has

recently been poled and the signpost said only four hour

to Howletts whib was less thanashad anticipated.
Onwards and upards ve went and as evapproaeed the
top the snw was thik enough to makwalking tiring, &
could see cloud fning in the clear air balas and it
soon caught up with usccasionally hiding the views and
then clearing ag as w contimed alongwer Otumore
Past the trdcdown to Daphne Hut, across the next
saddle to Daphne rid@nd reding Hawvletts Hut fve
hours after leang DOC&four hour signpost, OKev
enjoying regular stops foruesli bars and phatand
general scengigpzing but it wuld be hard wrk to do
that distance in four hours

We had the hut to oursel/with dy firewpod and coal
to keg us varmm, outside as cool calm and clear with
patthes ofsnav. With the lights ofMaipukarau,
Waipava, Hastings and Napier shining farwelond
turningaroundto admirethe starlitsnovcoveredpeakof
Tiraha etcthe scengmas vorld class

Next moning a cool breeze(there is no otherwsben
there is snw on the gound) vas blaving as & headed
down to Daphne Hut for maing tea before folldng
the Tukituki Rver North Brant to where the tr&@dak
to Kashmir Rad stas The vater vas ice cold and dee
enough to & ones feet @t so it vas @od to lege the
river after halian hour and climb up andeo the ridg
and out to the road. A shiaoad valk ky one ofthe
group to get the car and then to the @eam shop in
Dannevirlke and home agn, ve were Ryce MillsMark
Leamonth and ®ny Exans

Howletts Hut
(Howletts Hut Trip | 20-21 September 2008)
Photo: Royce Mills

by Merv Matthews
Thursds unexpectedly tued out fine and sunny after
the previous gés stomy weatherand as a result our
group of eleen enjged the promised panoramic views
from the top The roofof a hut could be seen a loray w
off to the southwest, but a latehedk with the topo map
showved that & had previously stumbled across this
"unofficial” hut on a previous exploratdrip

The trip to Aravaru is an easy tramp because most of
the altitude isained ly driving up Scott'sdadd. Access is
gained through prate propdly so pemission is required.

Wednesday Tramps

3rd Set - Purity Hut (18 trampers)

Doc hae cetainly been busy with tree clearing on this
trad since the stan - Wonderful, thanks Dod hey had
a lot of chainsa work, aghere ceamninly vas a lot obig
beeb trees dan. Mainly around one areatbé

trak. This tra& is nav in very good order and shc
aclean, tidy hut with aeat view

24th Spt - Manavatu Gorg Tradk (17 trampers)

Thursday Trampers
18th Spt - Stanfield Hut Cattle Creek HYfLO trampers)

"#3%&' (H)*+&. .-
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6(*7%'8.- Assortment of items from 9':/"&4

<#$*79%'8.- $229.90 Steripen

="%*79%'8.- $50 Kovea portable gas stove

;"1$//% totalling in excess of $800,
Includes $300 Icebreaker voucher, Leatherman, Black Diamond head torch.....

Drawn 29 November, 2008 at Palmerston North Police Station.
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Buy yur Anrual Hut Riss through DoCThe full price

of an Anial Hut Riss is $90 but is reduced to $63 with
your Federated Mountain ClubME) card discountedn
Gaman will preide yu with a fom to fill in whit will

be sent offwith your cheque and¥C card (ifyou hae
one) to DoC \Wikanae who will posty an Anmal Hut
Pass Note that MTSC family memberships onjyquee
FMC sub so only oneMC card (and therefore discount)
is available per familyContactelan at
jeanandian@aluenet.nzor phone (06) 354 3536.

The lodg is close to lwikau
Villagg, has pwer, hot shevers & -« o
and is stded with food. e —_— -
lodge phone nmber is E'-ﬂ‘";
(07) 892 3860. Loedpookings
can be made beten 9:30 am
and 9:30 pm on anyydeDo not call outside dhese
hours

Lodge bookings should preferably be maderhail
(wildeh@cleanet.nz. If for some reasoroy cannot e-
mail then phonélease note that bookings are not
confimed until the fees are paidyrRent is to be made
in adwance k personallequebank beque or cash (but
don't send cash through the maitjere is no inteet
banking for lodg feesContact Liz and Hugh Wilde on
(06) 356 9450.

Members Guests
Adult $25 $38
Secondar Stiool $22 $35
Primary Stiool  $19 $30
Presctool (35 yo) $10 $10

The nomal un-of-themill :
things pu need to do ifising B
the Transit \an are:

1. Book preferablyybThurs

dg, and cdainly no later
than 6 pm Fday.

2. Cancel bookingsytihese times so others needing the
\an hae time to amend tral arangements

We hae paks 2 and 3 person tenfly-sheetssnav

mats sle@ing bag oeer, gas cookrs size 8 and 9 boots
billies two bivvy bags and twbig tentlies Ice ags
cramponsand helmets are alsaitable Food
Dehydrator. ideal for dying larg@ and small quantities of
fruit, vegetablesand meat for tramping rifisasy to use
works vell, and is\ailable for hire from the Gear
Custodian. Hire cost for memhe$$ per da Contact
the Gear Custodianefer Revlins on (06) 356 7443.

Send lp theend of eab month to VéiHang Chua at
mtsceditor@xtra.coz Hease contact meybu® prefer
to recere your newsletterybemail only Send ftanges of
address to the Membership SeoretbFO. Box 245,
Palmerston Ndh or emaimtscmemsec@xtra.ca.

www.mtsc.org.nz

This includes a list @ontact details and a club email
addressThe club wbpag is maintainedytHoward
Nicholson and is kindly hosteg InSRre Net.

If you would like to contact the club witlegeral
inquiriesplease drop a line to MT,FO. Bax 245,
Palmerston Nah and it will redctthe appropriate
person. Ifyou want a pafcular topic discussed at
Committee meetinghis is agod way to g about it.

MTSC 2008-09 Committee

President Howard Nicholson 357 6325
mtsc.president@xtra.co.nz

Secretary Tim Swale 06 376 6556
Treasurer Christine Scott 354 0510
mtsc.treasure@xtra.co.nz

Chief Guide Bev Akers 325 8879
Day Trip Convenor  Gary Bevins 325 8879

Membership Sec. Doug McNeur 359 1893

mtsc.memsec@xtra.co.nz

Wei-Hang Chua 021 212 0369
mtsc.editor@xtra.co.nz

Newsletter Editor

3. Afly should be ceed on eery trampthere is alays
one in the passesmgdoor ofthe club an and they
are &ailable from the Gear Custodian atmarg.

Trip leaders and those planning trips should use this club
asset. Adam Matiés our minibus custodian and he can
be contacted at (06) 359 2796 oroak \(06) 953 7679.

Social Convenor Geraldine Fovakis 356 4327
Ski Captain Ken Mercer 356 7497
Lodge Manager Ryan Badger 027 445 1997
Lodge Booking Hugh & Liz Wilde 356 9450
Officers wildeh@clear.net.nz
Mini-bus Custodian = Adam Matich 359 2796
General Committee  Linda Campbell 323 3836
Rob Pringle 354 0218

Peter Rawlins 356 7443
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