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Mark‘and T ony.crossing one of the many bridges on the trip
Photo: Jean Garman (Whirinaki Trip over Queens Birthday Weekend)

Upcoming club nights
Hordland+-Ruahine Cormer Stoats

7.30 pm, 1st and 3r d Tuesdays of the month at the Manawatu Aer o Club Rooms, Airport Drive

1st July - Fiordland Adventures

Max and Melanieve traeling at sea lek So nuch so they@wet out to circle the
South Islandyokgak! Like a saltyersion ofGareth andalMorgan, this couple is on a
mission to paddle places fewehaen been And they® doing it to increaseiareness
of the ewironment and to raise funds for the battéeresg bild cancer

They will describe their joway the trip from ddkson Ba to Milford and begynd via

sea, sound and page! The Ashhursbased kgak couple undeok this leg othe

trip during Mg 2007.The illustrated talk is sure to appeal teradvers
ervironmentalistgrampers and paddlersalik

15th July - Ruahine Corner Stoat Trip

Club members Linda Campbell and Geraldivekis recentlyent on a trip with the
Depatment of Consevation to Riahine Carer  The reason for the tripas to reset

stoat traps in the area. Somesame photoseve takn on this trip and Linda and
Geraldine will be sharing these witlcame along and see what is happening up there
and what the place looksikspecially for all those g who heerdbeen up there
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PresidentG Report

by Howar d Nicholson
email mtsc.pr esident@xtra.co.nz or phone (06) 357 6325

MTSC clubnights are on thevabFrom 5 August, our clubnights will be held at the RSA Cluby@d®dBroaday Ave,
Palmerston Nah (located bet@en Victoria e and Fincess St). Alsee will be reducing theimber ofclubnights to
one per month elub nights will be held on the firstiefdg of eath month (exluding druary) at 7:30 pm.

We hae some interesting speeklined upand expect consistently more people along to one meeting per month at ¢

central erue! | am sure thatop too will be impressed with the new room; there are optionsrang social ents

with a full catering ahtar sevice &ailable shouldewequire them. Access to the conference room is open, so just cor

in via the front entrance (BroagiwAve) and &g tuming right until gu find us easy!
The dgs m# be sharbut the oppaunities ofWinter are mango mak& the most ok\ery chance gu et to valk,

climh ski or rideé Che& out the trip card for inspiration!

Chief GuideGs Report

by Bev Akers
email bev.akers@xtra.co.nz or phone (06) 325 8879

Is there amyne out there who kma of any yung people whoauld lose to @ tramping, either gar oremighters\We
really wuld enjy their company and thesgl us feelinggung "We catactually learthings from them t&o all gu
youndguys who ant to gie it a @ - try us we aren't all that bad and might egn hae fun. Gie the trip leader a call.

Looking forvard tdtramping withyou. Sameags to Skiers

Upcoming trips

TRIP GRADING

The times listed below include tramping, rest and meal stops. In assessing the trip times and grades, terrain, weather and party
fitness (a party is as fast as its slowest member) must be considered. As these factors will never repeat themselves, times are
only estimates. Contact the trip leader if you are unsure about trip gradings for a specific trip.

ALL All welcome

EASY 4 hours per day, pace slower than Easy/Med. Does not relate to terrain.
EASY/MEDIUM 5 hours per day at a pace slower than medium.

MEDIUM 7 hours per day at a standard walking pace.

MEDIUM/FIT 8 hours per day at a pace faster than medium.

FIT Over 8 hours per day at a pace faster than medium/fit.

TECHNICAL Qualifying requirements to be announced by the trip organiser.

Waiouru Army Museum plus...

29 June Military/Cafe
Adam Matich 359 2796
We will be leang PN. around 8 a.m. andvedling as fast
as possible to the nearest entitwoging cafe for
breakfast. Riereafterour next stop will be iralhape to
walk off a few breakfast caloriesi{ifsn't raining ) on the
Stevart Reseve hill whit is behind theajpanised iron
gumboot. | don't think it is a bigalk so don't expect to
walk off allyour breakfast. ien ve will mak our vay to
the Amy Museum and staéhere until | hae decided that
we are bored andant to @ home agin, or ve et kiked
out at closing time (4:30mp), or for other reasorihe
museum has a cafe (Rations Cafe)hwtiicdo us nicely
for lund. Theladwenturous people maant to explore
the more higlend dining establishments elsewhere in
Waiou. War being a expewmsibusinesst costs money
to get into the mmseum.

Adults $12
Children $7
Students (ID)  $8
Family $26
Seniors $8
RSA's $8

And with the cost ofranspot, breakfast, luh¢ and
maybe een aftenoon tea, gu might vant to tak out a
second magage. But gien the ubbish people aste
their money on theseydathe dg is tieap at twice the
price Either vay, this is an oppaunity to finally visit the
museum instead ¢dist drving past it on theay to
somewherdike | alvays do!

Wednesday Trampers
2 July Easy/Medium
Pauline Hall 329 7707

Hemi Mateng Scenic &seve - Waikanae
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Thursday Trampers

3 July Easy/Medium
Stuart Malcolm 358 3409
Phone for more details

Forest Lookout Loop

6 July Medium
Garry Grayson 326 8837
Phone for more details

Wednesday Trampers

9 July Easy/Medium
Marian Beadle 323 3246
Phone for more details

Thursday Trampers

10 July Easy/Medium
John McLeod 323 5785
Phone for more details

Rangiwahia Hut

13 July Easy/Medium
Linda Campbell 323 3836

The plan is to lea from Feilding around 8.30 am toweri
to Renfrew Rad and thenalk up to Rangiahia Hut for
lundh. It is an easyalk with one st@ésh section.
Weather penitting there should beeagat views and
perhaps ean a bit ofsnow.

Wednesday Trampers

16 July Easy/Medium
Ivan Alve 356 3123
Phone for more details

Thursday Trampers

17 July Easy/Medium
John Thornley 356 9681
Phone for more details

Big Hill Station

18-24 July Medium
Gary Bevins and Bev Akers 325 8879

Gives access to the Nloem Ruahine RareDrive to the
hut door in fowheel die comfot, and spend aegk
relaxing, tramping,oranteer tales pur fancyBe in early
as the Doc &mit has a restriction ommbers

Beginners Alpine

18-20 July Technical
Brian Webster 357 0189
Phone for more details

Beginners Ski

18-20 July Medium
Ken Mercer 356 7497

Please note the date change.

So yu hae neer skied? Or tried a coupletmhes and

found it hard wrk? Long slippgrfeet can be tkg but

stat now, shuffing around qur lavn with an old set,

getting used to gdping forvards sideways and tuning
Then come up to the lodgvhere @Oll @& you a little

instruction and gu can hee heaps opracticeOn the

Saturdg you ma not een bother gtting a pass (ou
fit you can walk up happyalley faster than thiaair!)

IOl do what | can to coordinate trarispgBive me a
call on the mmber abee or on (027) 364 6475.

Wednesday Trampers

23 July Easy/Medium
Rita & Arthur Hodson 323 5491
Phone for more details

Thursday Trampers

24 July Easy/Medium
Christine Scott 354 0510
Phone for more details

Elder Hut

26-27 July Medium
Dave Mitchell 329 2803

Unfortunately Dee is unable to takthis trip if you are
interested in leading this trip please conta& &ahe
Chief Guide

Wednesday Trampers

30 July Easy/Medium
Bev Akers 325 8879
Phone for more details

Thursday Trampers

31 July Easy/Medium

Please phone one tie regulars for more details

Not Zeke’s Hut Trip

2-3 August Medium/Technical
Adam Matich 359 2796
| have dvangd ny mind about@ing to Zelks Hut
because | va found somewhere more luxuridostead,
we are ging to Rrk's leak Hut for an almost, but not
really easy eelend. V& will @ in from Seny Boax Hut
whid is on the NE side ahe Riahines all theay up
near Kereu, whid is quite a dré. So ve don't vant to
leave too late in the mping as & neetto hurry, hury,
hurry up to the hutyaftenoon tea time for pétets and
jam and cream and sloth, and beforerenglseajs
there It is a sometimes spe@00 m plus climb from
Senty Boax Hut up onto what | assume is the souther
end ofthe Golden Cnyn Rang. From there w will
zoom south for 2 km toaPks Rak Hut. Tie appeal of
this hut is that it is brand newimg been finished this
autumn, and with any kuthere will be lots acdnav
around for people to uenrjo/. So ve hope to hae a nice
lazy aftemoon and cozy ewing, with lots oéating and a
proper cookd breakfast the néxibming,!before ve
retum bak to the car pthe same routé&he tebnical
aspect oft is that pu will hae to knav hav to male
pikelets and do me a proper cemkreakfast and be
prepared to slgeon the foor if there are other people at
the hut as wll.

Intermediate Alpine
2-3 August

Peter Rawlins

Phone for more details

Technical
356 7443
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Sunrise Staircase Wairarapa and thelglin forest gu walk through to re&c

10 August Medium it.! | expect it to ta& 34 hours to walk into the hut and
Gary Bevins 325 8879 less to walk outl We will lege the Blice Station at
Hopefully after gttingsome instictions we will be able 7.30 am.

to find the beginning ahis trak. Its the original

staircase traip to Sunrise Hut. Could be a bitof Mangatainoka Hot Springs

scout around at times bug wnav its thereits only a 23-24 August Easy/Medium
matter ofkeeping on it. Will eentually gt us to Sunrise Don McDonald 357 0222
Hut. din us ofsomewhere new Phone for more details

Tutuwai Hut Otukota Hut

16-17 August Easy/Medium 30-31 August Medium/Fit
Tony Evans 357 4355 Garry Grayson 326 8837
Phone for more details Phone for more details

Jumbo Hut

17 August Medium

Christine Scott 354 0510

Jdumbo Hut has to be one afy faourite huts in the
Taraua®with its magnificent views oweothe
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Arriving at Mangakahika Hut
(Whirinaki Trip | 31 May - 2 June 2008).
Photo: Jean Garman

Herepai Hut headed for Btara Rad end. But et weather gar vasi®
21 May needed asemarmed up for the Omiddle biysetting a
by Alison T rotter _ _ reasonable pace along the stream bank sectiom of
The forecast oghavers and fine periods seemed accurate; a4 After a briefregouping and food stop at the

as 15 WdnesdaTrampers crossed thaffatua flac, second bridg the sharclimb stired nuscles and took us
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into the noticeablycoolertemperatureanddamperair of
low cloud, but it &s clear and sunny whemn@abed the
hut for lund.

For most ofus the trip \&s a retur visit to Herpai.
But as usual,emapped Bev@nderful knavledg of
practically eerywherewith en route discussion of
possible options for future tramps on lessmarled
traks B along with the pros and conbreladmadrs and
other useful infanation.

We heard Ieely birdsong on theawup and those

racing dan probably missed the delightful little red fungi

some ofus sw (in response to the question passed bac
from someone ahead @hgu seen a red thing on the
tradk?0O) B

Ba& at the car parke@just finishedianging
footwear and clothing as the firsttbé dg®significant
shawvers sent us saying into our ghiclesrather than
unpaging parkassood timing!

by Graham Pritchar d

It is five years since thédrsdg trampers lastalled up
the Notth Brand of the Makretu Rier to Avatere Hut.
Then is s eryleasy walking on fat gavel flats

A succession diigh rver flows over the fve years has
scoured out thergrel and egetatve cover exposing a
bouldey river bed mud less enjmble treel!!

The sun shoneaxmly fodour goup of twehe
trampertat Happy Daze Hut ¢od to see it @ll looled
after)!'Then cloud ceer cooled dan the long alk to
Awatere Hut but it is still an attraetialley

We hadparled the an just offroad in Graham
Ellison'¢front paddok rather than dvring mudh further
in as previousl§Everisdit took quite Hew goes mucd
advice and some pushing & gs out on the roadaig.

Nineteen WdnesdaTrampers gt out on a perfect ga
with no wind. kallyeveryone hakot to the hufas last
time, the winds where to stror@ne poor soul twisted
her ankle not far from the top dstdibbonly contimed

on without any assistance or complaBite disaered

she had a brek bone so is moin plastet

by Nigel and Jill Spencer

Sewen hardy souls set dfbm RPalmerston Nah in
brilliant weather heading for Holdssth picking up one
at Eletahuna. Aived around 9.15 am andesewof us set
off for Powell Hut. One wanted to do some botanizing
up the Atiwhakaturéidk. Arrived at Bwell Hut
apprximately 2.75 hours latelad a shadund stop
then set offfor the summit. Shtly after leang the hut
we were into cloud andewy strong wind (bitterly cold).
Up at the top oHoldsvorth there \ere icicles ew-
where Headed onwer to East Holdserth Tradk and
proceeded dun it. As soon asewere in the bush the
weather becameuth more pleasant. Onwo and out
on to the Atiwhakaturad then bak to the wan ariving
around 4.45 pm. Aept tramp enjed ly all.

by Merv Matthews

The Ringa hut (also knen as the Miro hidr
Thompson's hut) located in the Mirallgy in the
Northem Tarauas is a quaint febunk hut especially
popular with hunters judging the mmber ofgear bags
stored insiddt was built many yearsodgy a local man,
Rex Thompson, aden hunter who has also builb@el
D11 aircratand an amphibian aircraft.

I We arived soon after 10 am, too early forhyiso ve
explored another tladeading south from the Hittwas
easy to follw, having beelecently maed with pink
tapeslt crossed a wide plateau, arahtally reded a
small stream kmo as No1 Creek whicflows into the
Tokomawu River. At this stag we retuned to the hut for a
leisurely luritin the sun. @/were tvelve Thursdg
trampers

by Ann Green

Seen trampers set out on the Maharahara dx
battled a gle up the streamh@ trak provided some
shelter but thereag also rain blang in the wind,\bthe
time vwe gt to the Kiritaki hut junction evdecided it as
wiser to tun ba&. There is a new sign at the junction
with a more realistic time tetdo the hut. B&cat the car
park the sun a&s shining the windas a breeze but |
think we all felt better for our battle with the elements

by Jean Garman !
We were dropped offit the Okahu road end into a calm,
clear moning with a craing frost on thergund.
Ludkily the sun @as only mintes way from reaking us
so ve didn't hge to shier for long Tony was unhappy
He had failed to unload his bananas fromehiie
before it dpatted so was in for a banana freeedend.
We stated off along the neatlyagded, bered and foot
bridged trak. With 18+km to g before w realbed our
destination for the night las predicting the need for
torches The @ing vas ery easy and the km dklic
cliked by under the steady poundingooir boots The
sun rose high in theyskhe blue dues froliked in the
babbling brook and theoad pigeons cooed in the trees
while all around usas egetation deastation. TMis was
the result ofa heay snav fall in the winter 02006 (on
an area unaccustomed tovgnimflicting extense
damag to most ofthe trees This pat of the park \&s
largely inaccessible until kamtters gt in and cleared
the debris a full year later

It was less than a couplehafurs to Skips hut where w
lapped up the sunshine whikelvad maning tea on the
picnic table set out in the clearing in fronthefhut.
More of the same contired and beforeenknew it &
had reated the gry quaint picturesque hand adzed
stained glass winded RPogers hut. Seeing theywwe
were eating up the distancg econcems of running out
of daylight meltedway. In the next section dfadk we
found the 'Rbet Collins' campsite whicot only had an
abundance oficnic tablesclear tassy areasheltered
campsitesan outdoor finglace and toilets but also had 2
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Benched track between Central and Mid T e Hoe Hut
(Whirinaki Trip | 31 May - 2 June 2008).
Photo: Adam Matich

shawvers whib ba&ed onto a wod pavered hot \&ter
cylinder -hot and coldunning vater! The trak was still
immaculate with only themlest ofgradients whit
brought us up andver a rise and @ to an area dfee
debris and od. This was the result cd log jam in a side
stream lettingggand fooding a shamportion of the
valley On the other side dhis mess as Mangkahika
hut. The last hundred metersoived a bit ofmudking
around as w/figured out where t@@nd proceeded to
hop skip and jump ourawfrom firmish bit to fimish bit
in an effot to sty as clean andydas possihleLudily
the hut vas unscathed.h@re vere 9 bunks ina 3 x 3
patten, the bottom bunkseave roony but the top te
lewels vere squeezed into a spacemnadlly occupiedyb
one Thiscombinedwith the nannystatedon'tfall out of
bed side panels made them difficuletargout of and
very claustrophobic to be irthe 1oor was infinitely
preferable

Sundg momning davned fine and calm aneé set off
for Central € Hoe hut on more bemed/graded/foot
bridged trak. We maved from one caltenent to another
so the slope as a little more tangible than the loefore
but not at all arduoudn record time CentraéTHoe hut
was reduwed, once ain basking in the sunshine in the
midst of a larg clearing It was a little early for lumat
10.30 but that didn't stop us arellvad maning lunt
anyvay. Almost an hour lateranore ourseds avay and
headed for the bjgst climb ofthe trip the ridg route to
Upper e Hoe hut. Apparently theet is a recognised
route betwen the huts but the last people who tried it
turned bak due to the highumber ofwindfalls making
the ging slov and painful. Agn the tracwas benlced
and gaded and for paof it dug into the side d cliff -
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Skips Hut
(Whirinaki Trip | 31 May - 2 June 2008).
Photo: Adam Matich

impressie stuff This trak took us most othe way up
but suddenly stopped and pushed us onto the ofdahior
tradkk whidh ran along the riggine Aftemoon lunt was
consumed in the lee tife ridg as a cool breeze had
spruung up and the skiegrg nev overcast. ie benhed/
graded tradcwas bak in time for the decent so iagvan
easy (on the knees) strollkbtacthe nver. The Upper €
Hoe hut vas perged abwe the wer with a hand rail at
the edg of the clearing just in caseiymight fall ger
the bank. It stéed to rain.

Occasional rain and windre heard in the night but
the moning davned once more calm with Emigng mists
hugging the ridg lines We stated off for our last climb
without coats but asavwgpt higher the mistag thider
and eentually staed to rain. It a&s quiteldlly so only
brief stops wre held beforeenbe@n our decent to the
next\alley As ve headed dun the cloud stéed to
break and pates ofsunshine came through.
Somewhere before 11.30 aenreabed the e Milling
Road and decided taaik along it for a while before
stopping for lurnke. While liking up the last ahe lunt
crumbs our dxier arived and then itas a quicget
changed and an endless serietogfiing roads beforeew
delvered him home and could set b#f to Ralmy.

We were Mark Leanonth (trip orgniser
extraordinaire),ohy Exans Adam Matie and dan

Gaman.
11

Mor e Wed & Thu Trampers T rips

Wednesday Tramps
4th dine -Blue Rang Hut (16 trampers)
11th diné- Manavatu Gorg (24 trampers)



Buy yur Anrual Hut Riss through DoCThe full price

of an Anial Hut Riss is $90 but is reduced to $63 with
your Federated Mountain ClubME) card discountedn
Gaman will preide yu with a fom to fill in whit will

be sent offwith your cheque and¥C card (ifyou hae
one) to DoC \Wikanae who will posty an Anmal Hut
Pass Note that MTSC family memberships onjyquee
FMC sub so only oneMC card (and therefore discount)
is available per familyContactelan at
jeanandian@aluenet.nzor phone (06) 354 3536.

The lodg is close to lwikau

Villagg, has pwer, hot shevers & -« _

and is stded with food. e

lodge phone amber is

(07) 892 3860. Loedpookings
can be made beten 9:30 am

and 9:30 pm on anyydeDo not call outside dhese

hours

Lodge bookings should preferably be maderhail
(wildeh@cleanet.nz. If for some reasoroy cannot e-
mail then phonélease note that bookings are not
confimed until the fees are paidyrRent is to be made
in adwance k personallequebank beque or cash (but
don't send cash through the maitjere is no inteet
banking for lodg feesContact Liz and Hugh Wilde on

(06) 356 9450.

Members
Adult $25
Secondar Stiool $22
Primary Stiool  $19
Presctool (35 yo) $10

The nomal un-of-themill

things pu need to do ifising B

the Transit \an are:

1. Book preferablyybThurs
dg, and cdainly no later
than 6 pm Fday.

Guests
$38
$35
$30
$10

2. Cancel bookingsytihese times so others needing the
\an hae time to amend tral arangements

3. Afly should be ceed on eery trampthere is alays
one in the passesmgdoor ofthe club an and they
are &ailable from the Gear Custodian atmarg

Trip leaders and those planning trips should use this effe

club asset. Adam Mditis our minibus custodian and he
can be contacted at (06) 359 2796.

We hae paks 2 and 3 person tenfly-sheetssnav

mats sle@ing bag oeer, gas cookrs size 8 and 9 boots
billies two bivvy bags and twbig tentlies Ice ags
cramponsand helmets are alsaitable Food
Dehydrator. ideal for dying larg@ and small quantities of
fruit, vegetablesand meat for tramping rifisasy to use
works vell, and is\ailable for hire from the Gear
Custodian. Hire cost for memhe$$ per da Contact
the Gear Custodianefer Revlins on (06) 356 7443.

Send i the 15th ofeat month to VéiHang Chua at
mtsceditor@xtra.coz Hease contact meybu® prefer
to recere your newsletterybemail only Send ftanges of
address to the Membership SeoretbFO. Box 245,
Palmerston Ndh or emaimtscmemsec@xtra.ca.

www .mtsc.org.nz

This includes a list @ontact details and a club email
addressThe club wbpag is maintainedytHoward
Nicholson and is kindly hosteg InSRre Net.

If you would like to contact the club witlegeral
inquiriesplease drop a line to MT,FO. Bax 245,
Palmerston Nah and it will redctthe appropriate
person. Ifyou want a pafcular topic discussed at
Committee meetinghis is agod way to g about it.

MTSC 2008-09 Committee

President Howard Nicholson 357 6325
mtsc.president@xtra.co.nz

Secretary Tim Swale 06 376 6556
Treasurer Christine Scott 354 0510
mtsc.treasure@xtra.co.nz

Chief Guide Bev Akers 325 8879
Day Trip Convenor  Gary Bevins 325 8879
Membership Sec. Doug McNeur 359 1893

mtsc.memsec@xtra.co.nz

Newsletter Editor Wei-Hang Chua 021 212 0369
mtsc.editor@xtra.co.nz

Social Convenor Geraldine Fovakis 356 4327

Ski Captain Ken Mercer 356 7497
Lodge Manager Ryan Badger 027 445 1997
Lodge Booking Hugh & Liz Wilde 356 9450
Officers wildeh@clear.net.nz
Mini-bus Custodian = Adam Matich 359 2796
General Committee  Linda Campbell 323 3836
Rob Pringle 354 0218

Peter Rawlins 356 7443
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