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Upcoming club nights
Endurance walking+Sir Edmund Hillar

7.30 pm, 1st and 3r d Tuesdays of the month at the Manawatu Aer o Club Rooms, Airport Drive

4th March - Endurance walking

Linda and Tim ere parof a team to alk 100 km in 30 houdsinda will talk about
preparing for the ent; the tracs walked and share some thie photos Tim took as
they valled. Exeryone Linda had apprdee to join the team declined until a few
weeks before the @t when Tim @e in and joined ughe energ used as probably
no more than on a long hard/ad tramping but being on ones feet so loag av
challeng. It was really about believing ausselfand team encourment.

18th March - Sir Edmund Hillary

The death ofSir Ednund Hillay has been a time for sadneskection and i@atitude

As the first man to rela¢che summit oMount E\erest, he @nt on to alcieve nmuch

more in mountaineering and explorationvéier, it was in his humanitariarosk for

the Shepas ofNepal that gve Sir Edrand lifelong satisfaction. As BuBahib to the
Shepas he built doools bridges air stripswater systems and established weseries

In a small team dflew Zealander§obet Bruce spent sixeeks in Npal in 1973
alongside Sir Edmd, helping to build atsml at Salleri. d®et will talk of his
experiences and enco@aghers to recount their meetings with and recollections of
Sir Ednund Hillag, " a most remarkable New Zealander and 'once inyhptoson.
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PresidentG Report

by Howar d Nicholson
email mtsc.pr esident@xtra.co.nz or phone (06) 357 6325

What a fantastic summee Wae had to date | note a few eoeptions sut as thelilly exening ofour first clubnighgO
barbeque wheréetce and dm(!) jakets vere donned, whids a timely reminder to be paeed for poor conditions
ewven when the gather forecast lookeayl. | vas pleased toVveany hat, glees and parka on when an icy southerly

pounced on me duringandary tramp in the &ahines

Club members are busy at this time maintainincgaWeméats Hut and our Lodg Please do come foand to assist B
the work must be dongour contributions mean thaewan &g accommodation costswvdo, and the trips are fun to

boot!

Having said that, loégates will increader the first time inwer 10 yearérom 1 April to refect increasing costs of
having accommodation on the mountaftging at the Lodgis still esgptional valug and the ambience otir Lode is
hard to beatThe progamme ofwork curently underay will malk your sty exen more enjable

Happy tramping!

Chief GuideGs Report

by Bev Akers
Phone (06) 325 8879 | Email bevakers@xtra.co.nz

Trip Card Meeting - February 26

Theplanning meeting for the o October 2008rip

Card will be held at 798 Main Sinferston Nah. It

will be after dinner (7 pm) because Adam iseapcto
supply food. Ifyou don't vant to come along then phone
or email Bev with the long list ips yu are ging to
lead... or some gyasgtions oftrips yu would like to @

on, just in case someone is interested in leading one of
them.

First Aid Courses

Please note that in Aptihere will be 2 club night
meetings onikst Aid. So please takdantag of this
oppottunity to freshen up on these skiliso there are
various other coursesir by the Mountain safety Council
through the yeat.ook up on the @b under
wwwmountainsafetyrgnz

What do you think about the number

of club nights?

At the last committee meeting talled a bit about the
possibility ofreducing club nights from the first and third
Tuesdg of the month to once a month and would like
feed bak from club members about this idel@e $ocial
cornvenor tries to o@nise a ramrgof speakrs / actvities
Over the last few years club night attendance haslrang
from three to approforty people(The smallestrgup
attended the first club night anJary 2006 and it &
decided to hold the first club night &bkiary from then
on.)

Any comments/thoughts/ideas ynbe emailed to Linda
atlgcampbell@infamn.net.nz

Craig Potton

Contributed by Br ent Barr ett
Craig Btton, New Zealand's pegninent wilderess
photogaphey will gize an illustrated talk entitled "New

Zealandl' hroughthe Lense"at8 pm Tuesdg the 11thof
Mard in the Rgent Theatre irPalmerston Nah.

Admission is $10 per adult ($7 student) ancovailt g
sale on the 10th dfebmuar. These arevailable from
Bruce Mckenzie Booksellers in Geer8treet (06) 356
9922, or in €&ilding from Sendsen Rotogapty in
Fergusson Street (06) 323 53&dmission mabe
purchased at the door on the night for $12/$8.
SponsoredypThe Ryal Forest & Bird Potection Society
to mark their glden jubilee in the Mamatu and
Rangitilei regions

Road closur e in the Kaimanawas

News from the Department of Conservation:

Clements Mill ad closure and limited sccess

Repairs to culerts on Clements Milldad in the nahem
Kaimanea Forest Rrk means that the road will be closed
7 km from the access point from 3 Ma2608. Tie vork

is expected to takup to fire dgs The Degpatment of
Consevation hopes theavk will begin on time and
weather penitting will be completed/ly Marb.

Additional infomation can be obtained from Vayr

Cleaer on (07) 378 3008 cerily Slee (07) 386 9245.

The hills ar e alive, with the sound of
mu-sicE
Recently w receied the follaing letter

Dear Tamping and Skiing

Hee is an anonymous dondtiemuiutigamsthey arall

new andvenoeybeen @dyTheyJsabeen donated becaust
mouth gans a such a goodlimsint for trampirigey ar
compact, light, canrlesl Gdmost amggvand do not easily get
out oftune. | hopmuywill put themdanyp&s sometiroary

them into the wilees and sdward a camgfit thevening
playing OThe HappyddirGor tunes afsimilar ilk.

Yours SinerAnorgnous

Accompanying the letteasva set ofive hamonicas
Thank pu, Anonynous!
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For Sale

The MTSC Trailer

This trailer s pupose built for the club in 1998 for
towing behind theransit \an, but v hae a biger \an
now and so no loreg need itThe traileiis enclosed and
lodkable and the interior dimensions28&0 mm long
1390 mm wide x 1090 mm highydis think yu can gie
it a god home then the asking price is $2000.

Given that its nelacement cost is $4500 itheap at
twice the priceYou can view it at 798 Main &trRerston
North (Adam Matie 3592796), and ifou want to
hagyle then phone the club presidentwia Nidolson,
on 3576325.

DoC hut tickets - discount rates to memhefSontact:
Howard Nidolson on (06) 357 6325.

Upcoming trips

TRIP GRADING

The times listed below include tramping, rest and meal stops. In assessing the trip times and grades, terrain, weather and party
fitness (a party is as fast as its slowest member) must be considered. As these factors will never repeat themselves, times are
only estimates. Contact the trip leader if you are unsure about trip gradings for a specific trip.

ALL All welcome

EASY 4 hours per day, pace slower than Easy/Med. Does not relate to terrain.

EASY/MEDIUM 5 hours per day at a pace slower than medium.

MEDIUM 7 hours per day at a standard walking pace.

MEDIUM/FIT 8 hours per day at a pace faster than medium.

FIT Over 8 hours per day at a pace faster than medium/fit.

TECHNICAL Qualifying requirements to be announced by the trip organiser.
Wednesday Trampers Sundg 10 like to valk from the top othe ski field to
27 February Easy/Medium Turora. hat®wery ambitious and there areuanter of
Pauline Hall 329 7707 altenatives whib ran@ from relaxing at the logl¢p the

My trip is to B Mata Bak, Haelok North. There are a
series ofnvalking traks and spectacular views from the
peak whik is 399 meters ab®sea lal. This will suit
people ofmost fithess lels have friends wer there

who are doing a reccy and who will accompany us on the) March

walks dust prg for wine wather

Thursday Trampers

28 February Easy/Medium
John McLeod 323 5785
Phone for more details

Wednesday Trampers

5 March Easy/Medium
Jill Chapman 326 8605
Phone for more details

Thursday Trampers

6 March Easy/Medium
John Thornley 356 9681
Phone for more details

Climbing Ruapehu

8-9 March Medium
Ken Mercer 356 7497

WeOll txeel to the lodg on Fiday night and, ithe
Saturda weather is suitablelimb up to Dome peak. On

Silica Springsalk to doing pamf the round the
mountain trak.

Exploring Whakapapa

Easy
Ken Mercer 356 7497
Phone for more details
Wednesday Trampers
12 March Easy/Medium
Don McDonald 357 0222
Phone for more details
Thursday Trampers
13 March Easy/Medium
Christine Scott 354 0510
Phone for more details
Bush Craft
15-16 March All Welcome
Bev Akers 325 8879

This can be a lot dfin -camping out and hopefully kear
some pointers What is not needed to cgaiin ones

heay pak. Setting up a nights shelter so will need a
bedroll & sleging bagLean how easy it is to ppare a
meal & cook onagp cookrs Then sit around the camp
billy (no fire due to fire ban) & discuss life! Sunda
hope to @ for a valk in the ier and lear some compass
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skills and mde do some pladloating for thoseden
ones So pu need anvemight pak with a Liner plus
your ovemight gear When yu all ring, & will or@nize
food and shelter etc

Wednesday Trampers
19 March Easy/Medium
Rose Strahan 328 9861

| intend to tak the Védnesdagoup to the Knights
Tradk end of Table Fat Road, Apiti. here is a shtar
loop tra& near the Deerford Crossing @an do ithe
weather is less than pleasant, or failing thatowd
retreat to the Heriteg_odg area to ha our lunh in the
relatie luxuy of the new hut.

Thursday Trampers

20 March Easy/Medium
Bryan Evans 323 7614
Phone for more details

Otago Rail Trail

21-24 March Biking/Hiking
Don McDonald 357 0222
Phone for more details

Wednesday Trampers

26 March Easy/Medium
Colleen Newth 358 8801
Phone for more details

Thursday Trampers

27 March Easy/Medium
Jill Spencer 329 8738
Phone for more details

Te Matawai Hut Work Party

29-31 March Party
Jean Garman 354 3536

Learing Saturdamoming and bdchy late Sunga
aftemoon ty whategr route seems most appropriate on
the dg The primay objectie will focus on firemod (gt
rid of all those desictive urgs), cleaning (bring out the
inner Matha Stewart) and constrcting a seat (for all
those create impulses)The secondgrobjectie will
focus on eating, drinking and e@ngral being msr

South Ohau River
30 March Easy/Medium
Bev Akers 325 8879

Bit of fam walking till ve gt to the bush, then itdash
trad till we get to the wer. You can tad it what esr
speedqu like up the wier till we meet up with theark
paity goup coming den from Te Matavai. You do need
to enjq river travel or just come along tileweah the
river for a swim.

Wednesday Trampers

2 April Easy/Medium
Pam Wilson 357 6247
Phone for more details

Thursday Trampers

3 April Easy/Medium
Ray Pratt 328 7884

Phone for more details

Roaring Stag Lodge
5-6 April Easy/Medium
Christine Scott 354 0510

The idea othis ozemight trip is to makfull use othe
weelend ly mawing the levn and weding theayden on
Saturdg moming (yeah, right),alk into Raring Stag
Hut in the aftemoon, hae a ety pleasant eming meal at
the almost new hut, steg off and then returto
Palmerston Nah on Sundamoming Itis a 33.5

hours from the Marsgainoka Rd end (also callethiPa
Rd) into ®aring Stag Hut in the ribem Tarauas W\e
will leawe Ralmerston Ndh at mid dg

Zekes Hut
6 April Easy/Medium
Adam Matich 359 2796

Zekes Hut is on the easteiace ofHihitahi Reak, whie
unsuprisingly is in the HihitahbFest Sanctugaion SH1
about 16 km nah of Taihapelt is estimated ylDoGC to
be a 6 hour trip in and oute\Wark just ofthe main
road and tramp 30 min acrossriiand before entering
the bush. Tere is about a 380 m climb up avet o
Hihitahi Reak (90 min), whids opertopped, and an 80
metre drop den the eastarface to the hut. Zek Hut
was r@laced mgbe a year agand is 50 min futher on
than the old hut as about 45 min from the top of
Hihitahi. After our lurit break w will head b&awmut the
way we came in. @will probably lea FN from my place
(798 Main St) at around 7.30 am on Sunda

Wednesday Trampers

9 April Easy/Medium
Jill Spencer 329 8738
Phone for more details

Thursday Trampers

10 April Easy/Medium
Keith Fisher 357 1724
Phone for more details

Waiopehu Hut

12-13 April Easy/Medium
Bev Akers 325 8879

About a 4 hour contirous gadual climb through bush
till we reab theleathen@od where & find our hut.
Wonderful views ahe westen side and nice new hut.
Sundg for those who areskn ve hope to do the circuit
up over Twin Reaks and daen Cable Endradk bak to
the capark.Depending orthe weather ofcauseEasy laid
badk break way from home

Waitewaewae-Thompson Loop

13 April Medium/Fit
Jenny McCarthy 06 376 8838
Phone for more details

Jumbo Loop

19-20 April Medium
Dave Allan 3239734

Unfortunately because affamily commitment | amwo
going to be unable to ®@khis trampl am looking for
someone to lead this tripgbssible If you would like to
take this trip please contact me
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by John Beech

About eight ofus set offfrom Palmerston Nah in
reasonableemther whit deteriorated the filner we gt
into the Havkes Bg Although & left the cqnark in

dry weather and headed up the MakaroverfRiersistent
drizzle vas soon encountered whremained with us for
the whole da By the time warived at Barl steady
rain had begun. A shidund was had and therew
retumed devn the ver. The rain eased baio the
drizzle as emade our &y out. Once at the Gold Creek
junction ve opted for the alk up and out ofhe river
through the foresyrroads and past the old Craigs Hut
site A nice wlk overall but a pity about theeather as a
swim in the &1y lov Makaroro wuld hae been nice

by Nigel Spencer

Seen of us set offfrom Ralmerston Nah at 7 am
heading for Caltpool, devn the coast road from
Wairuiomata. \& were piking up Clare at theefdne
Railvay Station. e trains wre haing problems andev
had to vait appraimately three quars ofan hourOn
over to Cathpool and w then set offor the
Orongorongp Valley Feasant alk along theii#e Mile
Trad out to the ver where w had lunie then headed up
the river to Baine Hut. Aose who anted to could@up
Mt Matthews or els@y could enjp just beingythe

river. Five went on the climb as far as the South Saddle
where they had aeat view ofPalliser Baand

Photo: Nigel Spencer (Rimutaka Incline Trip | 23 January 2008)

Wellington. Bdcto Catbpool where & set up camp for
the night. Rally god DoC campsiteNext headed up to
Upper Hutt and the Rimtaka Incline where siere
dropped offto head upeer the InclineTwo took the
van round to Cross Creek and pdrk there then set off
for the summit. Aived at the summit before the first
group All joined up and had Iunthere Headed on
down to Cross Creeloing through three tunnels to
Featherston where some had coffeen@n) and others
going to the Ell Engine Museum (men). Dropped Clare
off at the Eatherston Raily Station to head Hato
Wellington. e rest ofus set offbad to Falmerston
stopping in Masttn for our usual ice cream. Great
couple ofdays enjged ly all. V& were Gordon Clark ,
Zac AdamsAnn Green, Byce Millsbhn Mcleod, Clare
Wilford, Jill SpenceNigel Spencer (Leader).

by Greg Dobson

After an early 7 am stéiom Palmerston Ndh we
headed to Kshmir road end and the beginninguf
cross rangwalk. dist over an hour saus at Longview
hut for a shdrbreak and suitably refreshedoaried on
minus Adam who retaed to the caark. Oer
Pohangina saddle and up to the tops wherstapped
for a sunbathe and Iunn a varm sheltered spot out of
the cool wind. After an hours rest eraged ourselks to
our feet to contime davnhill along the tr&do Iron Gate
hut where w rigged up tentlfes for accommodation, as
some Aiklanders had waded from the ntin and it vas
a pleasantly mild night for lewg outside anyaw Emma

Photo: Adam Matich (Maropea Forks Hut Trip | 9-10 February 2008)
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slgpt on the hut décto kegp possums from molesting
our pags for food. A comfdable nights rest under the
drizzle and wwere refreshed for our exit to thabletop
roadend and the ge homeWe had a brie$top along
the way to admire the newly rebuilt Hergdgpdge with
its roony cabin and hot shers (only in the deersii&
locked section though). High noonvass at the cpark
where Adam as vaiting for us with theawn to tak us
home many thanks to him for transpiog us there and
badk. All up it vas a eat veelend and a relaxingymo
cross the Bahinesonly taking 9 hours or less to
complete the wholealk. My fellas trampers @re Bey
Gary, Emma, Elix, Gemma andyselfGreg Dobson.

by Tony Evans
Leaving the car at the Kiriwhakapamaékend &
headed up the tiatowards Blue RaegHut in wercast
weather and after a spell at the junctiaretliteft onto
the Cav Creek Hut trdg with a little lav cloud and
drizzle but not enough to disturb the raincoat®tlin
the bottom ofthe paks we sidled pasteTMara. Fom the
next signpost itas devn dovn davn and where the
tra is close to the &ihgwa Rver the leader decreed
that we cross here and bigp the trak on the other side
to Cow Creek Hut just a few hundred metres upstream
because Othe mapwhdhe trak moving avay from the
river opposite the hut and no bedy W did this with
the vater only dgeenough to ¢t some otthe feet wt
and as & headed up the tkamoward the hut the leader
told the stoy of a similar crossing recently when a few
minutes valk upstream wards Tains Hut after crossing
the Waitotara a brand new bredgppeared. 5 noites
later OdZj” vuO, a newaking bridg appears and not just
an ordinay netting and wire one person at a time
structure but this one has pipe handrails areba w
grating dek with a fie people at a time limit.

One tramper had deleped a sore knee on the descent
to the Waingwa so it vas decided theyowld sty at Caov

Photo: Jean Garman
(Maropea Forks Hut Trip |
9-10 February 2008)

Creek for the night and rest up for ttakwout on
Sundg A good break and a hot cuppa at the hut and
onwards following the advice in the hut book therri
route vas takn instead ofhe planned sidle tkad\fter a
mixture ofwading and boulder hopping and aidetbl
water leels Arete 6rks vas reaeed without any
difficulty and only @t as far up as the bottom rof
shotts(note: results maary on shoter leged persons).

After a @od nights slgean early stawas made to
retum to Cav Creek via the sidle tkathe trak is not as
bad as some @he comments in the hut book atwCo
Creek ma& out but it could use a little maintenance and
the river route only tads tvo thirds ofthe time and
effort, although a little rainowld dhang that
dramatically

Another hot cuppa at @Creek and the giited paty
headed across tHagh bridg, slightly disappointed at
only being able to utilise 40%itsf capacifyand headed
badk towards KiriwhakapapaoRd. High cloud enabled us
to enjy the views thateve coered the dabefore but
still kept the temperature dm a little the knee had
recavered enough to makhe shdrside trip to visit Blue
Rang Hut for another cuppa and thendisvon dwn to
the road and into Etahuna in time for ia¥eams for
Tony Exans and Sandraands

by Stuart Malcolm

It is seeral years since thhuFsdg trampers last
undetook this trip -good weather and thevoleel of

the Kawhatau Rier helped. Othe 12 trampers present,
most lunbed at peak 1625 m, bwefixent davn to the
hut before retunring It was a pat dg to be up in the
tussok.

by Jean Garman
We reabed the car park just before 10 am andst w
already prettyhodka with assted \ehicles andavious
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stray people but @ managd to slot the minibus in
without unning angne wer.

Being in the lee dhe rangs it vas a hot and saty
climb up the trdcto Sunrise whereavwpaused brigfto
che out the new alterations to the hubtoks geat and
obviously a &ry popular destination for bothydaips
and owemights We caried on up to the high point ribr
of Armstrong Saddle for lumdortunately when ev
crested the rarg gntle breeze helpedds us refreshed
and the viewsave stunning

After lunt we contimied noth to the next high point
where it vas decided thatenshould drop into the brdanc
of the Maropea Rer directly in front ofis Ignoring all
of my pleas to find a nice slip &t gs belw the
leatherwod line the crazies in thegp darged off
down the hill yelling bl¢hat it looled fine and asmit
a gand thing to staoff in the ery headwaters When |
tentatvely follaved davn over the crest ancdga god
look at what the fronunners ere disappearing into |
was not at all impressed but being ingshemde decided
to follow anyvay.

The next hour and a hatas unpleasanMainly
consisting oforcing yur way through leatheed/
spaniards and climbingwloendless rég drops A few
of the later preed to be unclimibble whib resulted in
the odd scrambly deviatioBventually w ¢got down into
better teritory and from there on itag a gry pleasant
trip down the rver. Time vas tiking ty so ve were all
vely pleased when the hut appeared at about 5.45 pm.

Dinner and Easter gg vere consumed ancwll slpt
soundly wking to the sound ahindrops on the roof
Lucily it proved to only be a few small gleos and
although w stated off with raincoats onewdidi©kee
them on for longWe headed tgards Dp Maropea Hut
encountering 1 deer and 3 bluekdiin the rer.

Another shover hit us just asenreabed the hut but
ludkily passedver while v had a quiicbreak before
heading up andver to Sunrise for luhc Once agin
arriving just in time to miss another littlevedothat blew

Photo: Jean Garman
(Maropea Forks Hut Trip
| 9-10 February 2008)

through while & were eatingThat vas the last
precipitation w sav in the hills till w were bak at the
van when itltose a @1y incorvenient time to staraining
aain. Interesting trip and mol knowv where there is
another 500 m ofiver | neer intend to set foot in ai.
We were @nny McCdhy, Adam Matie, Gary Gra/son,
Ivan Rienks an@édn Gaman.

by Ken Mer cer

A quiet trip to Rangi hutag the plan but the four
paticipants \&re reasonably fit and, sindentéd been up
the Deadma® Trad, that is the &y we went. The climb

to the tussdcwas hot and saty then a series of
downpours ensuredenemained soedt. Havewer it vas
still very pleasant and, during a break in the cloud from
near the top ofhe ridg, we almost spotted the hut!

We arived there for a late lumand obseed a curious
side effect ofnstalling gs heaters B campfires had been
lit on the fat area outside! I\vesome sympattbut it
does spoil thergss

While skiting around the slip on the final lege? and
| convinced edtother that building a bridgcross it
would be a piece afale If DOC want sugestions w
can oblig!

Ken and Mar MercerReter McCleod and Alan
Cameron ere the lugy four.

by Bev Akers

Twenty three trampers d& at the Samp Tadk and
onto the Sunrise triato the junction, all easy karavel
with beautiful bush. Droppedwlo to the ner whit is a
typical tramping traavith a couple ofresh slips on the
way. Some ofus valked up stream for a bit while the
others stopped oféit the Vdlipava Hut. Davn river ba&
to our bus and 3 cars wiigere pari&d at the samp/
river capark, saing ahot walk across farland.
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by Ann Green

Eight trampers set out on a sunaymvmoming, tvo
hours up through bush and on to UmakarikarieRidg
(Kaimanwas) whib gave us exteng views to Rapehu
and oer Lalke Taupo and beynd. W sat in the sun to at
our lund and admire the view anddadhotosThis is a
long \ery exposed ridgrising to 1591 mhén a stgqe
drop davn to the hut (12 bunks), total time 6Tire next
moming the eather \&s danging 1 the time w @t to
the ride it was blaving a gle and rainindt was with a
sigh ofreliefwhen ve reabed the bush edgo hae a
brief stop and then bld¢o the minibusTime 4.5 hrs
We were Gordon Clark, Néj SpenceChristine Scott,
Gill and dhn Thomley dilie and@hn Gilbet, Ann
Green.

by Adam Matich

On Saturdamoming Tip Leader'sondropped us off
near the end oMillar Frad,13 kmESE of Rotorua, and
then deosited the car at the other road end foas
stated at the beginning tiie Westen Okataina
Walkway. This area is all prettatf and easying and the
walkway appears to be on old ¢pag traks The climbs
were @ntle and stream crossings hamardousThe
vegetation vas thus aried, ranging from awpy Ditoi
through regnerating forest to older more established
forest. About 1 hour from the road end in on¢hef
open areasevpt a glimpse ofvhat, after some
discussion, evdecided as a \allaly. It was sk and didn't
stay around for &1y long to help with the discussion.
Although it did rain on Satuggéhe veather \&s merely
being plgful and so for the most pave were dy. Our
first notable stop for the gaaslund atop the highest
point of the trip at Wlakapounakau Tig, a 10 km, 3.5
hr, 280 m climlfrom the road end.rém up there & had
viewsover Lake Okatainaandbeynd. Fortunatelyoneof
the fewheay rainshovers didn't seg across us until
we were paked up and heading cdiain.

After lund it was effectiely davn-hill all the wy to the
head ofLale Okataina (6 km, 2 hrshi§ descentas
through some more substantial forestrdonto the lat
swampy area at the headtioé lake e had a nice sunny
aftenoon tea on park bemes that eerlook the boat
ramp and be&ovhere the sound @hildren plging
"nicely" made for a pleasant experidraie Okataina is
ideal for boating, swimming and canoeing, arasit'tw
crovded. No camping, but there is a Ledigis an
interesting lag being wlcanic in origin. flere is actually
no outfall into La& Taravera to the South. LalOkataina
is 20 m higher than LeRaravera and drains into it
through fissuresn the ro& of the lake bed. Tius during
heary rain Lak Okataina rises and ity aeather it falls
Earthquale actiity has been kmm to effect rather
sudden drops in the &leel. The local Maori abandoned
the area because they found the [k&ls too faky.

We felt that treel davn the Easter Okataina \Alkway
was better than theaaten. In places the triacropped
down to the vater'sedge where it &s ety possible to
have a swim. Althougheahad time constraints se w
moved on. RluctantlyThere is one climb on the Easter

Walkway, but the map liethe trak only climbs 100 m
and not the adutised 160 mA great disappointment to
be sure! e forest as different from that on thessten
side ofthe Lale Here ve tramped through somery tall
dry Karuka forestFinally 2.5 hr (7 km) from the kak
head w reabed Ontangiomoana Bat the base dhe

lake and w were hot and tired and all OsceneriedO out. Sc

we headed up (50 m) anego(1.5 km, 30 min) to drop
down to the shores dfale Taravera at the Humphries
Bay (not on the map) campsite just beforarbglter a 9-
hour dg This put us on the beginningtbie Nothem
Taravera Tadk.

After dinner & were able to atdh the fish jumping and
people in boatsyting to catic them before ging to bed
upon darknes8y 4 a.m. ewone vas vell and tuly
awale agin though because thfe wildlife Earlier on
Jean had been able to frighten@ffouple opossumsyp
hissing at them and othersusf managd to &oid notice
by curling up in our slpimg bags and pretending to not
be thereBut Tony wasn't so successful and made a
terrible raket in the early hours while doing battle with
the possums and the rdEsen thraving his boots at
them didn't really seem toggthem the messadpy the
end ofthe exhang, Tony had lost his breakfast and
some biscuits frommis previously unopened keicof
Shrewsbeies

Come dglight, ve headed ofélong the Nahem
Taravera Vdlkway and this preed to be the best section
of the trip Aftersome really nice & along side the
lake we headed inland andwglyp climbed about 120 m
over a distance & km, through somesry open, tall
Karuka forest. W& spotted anothergallaly on the
way. Even thougtthe foresivas dy, the gound vas still
covered in mossAlso the birds &re \ery noisy in this
region. Eentually the tr&adropped bdcdown to the
lake edg, but on thelbor of what vas lile a little caron.
It wascool and dark in beeen the rdcwalls and a bit
dim for photogapty. We hae neer encountered
anything quite l&kit beforeFrom the terain we expected
it to be a w&ter coursebut there was no sign othere
having beenunning vater In fact all ofthe streams on
the easterside ofthese ladgs vere boneadry. Once bac
down by the lake edge we hadafast2 km to the outfall of
Lake Taravera 8 km and 2.5 hrs from our campsite

A wote vas had and trip leadeaswdelegfed to mind
our pa&s while the rest afs did the trip don
(130 m3.5 km) to aravera Rlls whid flow from
fissures in a clifiace On the vay dowvn there are some
cascades andad looking swimming spo#sithough it is
advised agnst swimming near where therdisappears
undergound. Dny was cerinly difficult about the whole
matter exen when & offered to tie a rope to him se w
could gt some cool footagof him ging underlt was
on this section thatenfinally encountered significant
numbers ofpeople Rerhaps too many for the
misanthropes amongst As2.5 hour round trip seus
badk at the jetty to ait for the vater taxi to takus across
the lale to the end oSpencer &ad where the car
patiently waitedus

Upon discussion,aeithought hat a reallpad trip in
this region could be hag the use ofwo tramping
paties (to mad transpdrcheaper and easierhelfirst to
be dropped offat Taravera Rlls from where they could



o)
o
o
N
<
O
G
=
n
<
L
—
T
O
L]
L]
m

Above: The beginning of the T arawera River .
Right: Lunch under the Whakapoungakau T  rig radio mast

do a 5hour tramp through to HumphriesyBa Mor e Wed & Thu Trampers T rips
campsiteand the secondaup to drve around to the
end of Lake Okataina éad at the head chid lag from Wednesday Tramps
where they could tramp for 3.5 hours to meet up with the Waihohom Hut (&n 30 | 23 trampers)
other goup at the campsite and hopefully remember to  Apiti Trak (Feb 6 | 17 trampers)
give them the ahicle kys There are plans to put a
walkway right around lakTaravera, whika could mad it
a seriousval to Lalke Waikaremoana. Especiallyegiits
easy praimity to Rtorua.
We were Dny Exans Adam Matie, #an Gaman, and
Mark Leamonth.




Buy yur Anrual Hut Rss through DoCThe full price

of an Anmual Hut Riss is $90 but is reduced to $63 with
your Federated Mountain ClubME) card discountedn
Gaman will preide yu with a fom to fill in whit will

be sent offwith your dveque and¥C card (ifyou hae
one) to DoC \Wikanae who will posby an Anmal Hut
Pass Note that MTSC family memberships onjyqree
FMC sub so only oneMC card (and therefore discount)
is available per familyContactelan at
jeanandian@aluenet.nzor phone (06) 354 3536.

The lodg is close to Ilwikau
Villagg, has pwer, hot shavers & -« o
and is stded with food. The — =
lodge phone nmber is 5"“"‘;
(07) 892 3860. Loedpookings

can be made beten 9:30 am '
and 9:30 pm on anyydeDo not call outside dhese
hours

Note that bookings are not coniied until the fees are
paid. Byment is to be made in adee i personal
chequebank beque or cashheére is no Interet
banking for lodg fees Contact Hugh & Liz Wilde on
(06) 356 9450.

Members Guests
Adult $21 $33
SecondarStiool $18 $30
Primary Stool  $15 $26
The nomal un-of-the-mill I— D

things wu need to do ifising |
the Transit \an are:

1. Book preferablyybThurs
da, and cdainly no later
than 6 pm Rday.

2. Cancel bookingsg/tihese times so others needing the
\an hae time to amend tal arangements

3. Afly should be ceed on egry tramp there is alays
one in the passemgdoor ofthe club &n and they
are @mailable from the Gear Custodian atmarg

Trip leaders and those planning trips should use this effe

club asset. Adam Mdtiis our minibus custodian and he
can be contacted at (06) 359 2796.

We hae paks 2 and 3 person tenfly-sheetssnav

mats sleeing bag ceer, gas cookrs size 8 and 9 boots
billies two bivvy bags and twbig tentlies Ice ags
crampongsand helmets are alsaitable Food
Dehydrator. ideal for dying larg and small quantities of
fruit, vegetablesand meat for tramping rifisasy to use
works vell, and is\ailable for hire from the Gear
Custodian. Hire cost for memhe$$ per da Contact
the Gear Custodianefer Ralins on (06) 356 7443.

Send  the 15th ofeath month to VéiHang Chua at
mtsceditor@xtra.caz Hease contact meybu@ prefer
to recefe Your newslettensbemail only Sendltanges of
address to the Membership SeoretbFO. Box 245,
Palmerston Ndh or emaimtscmemsec@xtra.ca.

www .mtsc.org.nz

This includes a list @ontact details and a club email
addressThe club wbpag is maintainedytHoward
Nicholson and is kindly hosteg InSRre Net.

If you would like to contact the club witlegeral
inquiriesplease drop a line to MT,FO. Bax 245,
Palmerston Nah and it will redctthe appropriate
person. Ifyou want a pafcular topic discussed at
Committee meetingthis is agod way to g about it.

MTSC 2007-08 Committee

President Howard Nicholson 357 6325

mtsc.president.xtra.co.nz
Secretary Tim Swale 06 376 6556
Treasurer Christine Scott 354 0510
Chief Guide Bev Akers 325 8879
Day Trip Convenor Gary Bevins 325 8879
Membership Sec. Jenny McCarthy 06 376 8838

mtsc.memsec@xtra.co.nz

Wei-Hang Chua 021 212 0369
mtsc.editor@xtra.co.nz

Newsletter Editor

Social Convenor Linda Campbell 323 3836
Ski Captain Ken Mercer 356 7497
Lodge Manager Ryan Badger 027 445 1997
Lodge Booking Hugh & Liz Wilde 356 9450

Officers wildeh@clearnet.nz
Mini-bus Custodian  Adam Matich 359 2796
General Committee  Geraldine Fovakis

Ivan Alve
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